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The new Washington College Grant gives more money to more students for more kinds of education after high school. 
Learn more. 
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WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP UPDATES
[bookmark: link_5]Save the Date! GEAR UP West: Virtual Event. Oct. 20. No-cost. Registration to launch soon. 
FYI: Summer Running Start Pilot Program. In partnership with SBCTC, OSPI is now accepting Letters of Interest to participate in the Summer Running Start 2021 pilot program (HB 2864). Three selected colleges will collaborate with their partner districts to offer Running Start courses (limited to 5 credits per summer) to incoming 11th and 12th grade students in Summer '21 and Summer '22. Additionally, seniors who are one class short of receiving their AA may take 5 credits. You are encouraged to reach out to your partner colleges now so they can submit by the October 27, 2020 deadline. LOI’s will be submitted by colleges only. For questions or more information please contact Jason Boatwright.
Virtual Student Recruitment and Outreach Events
2020 NACAC College Fairs. Each virtual fair is a free, one-day event. Attend as often as you like. Parents invited, too. NACAC Virtual College Fairs are designed from the ground up as mobile experiences that are intuitive, informative, interactive, and fun. Oct. 12, Oct. 18, and Nov. 8. 
2020 PNACAC College Fairs. FREE to students, families and counselors. OR College Week: Oct. 5 – 9, WA College Week: Oct. 19 – 23, and AK & ID College Week: Oct. 26 – 30.
OPTIONAL Funding & Opportunities 
LifeSkills Grant. iGrants #962. The Botvin LifeSkills Training (LST) program teaches youth how to cope with and manage stress and anxiety, build positive relationship and communication skills, and develop refusal skills to prevent and reduce substance use and abuse. Due Oct. 15. 
Serve WA's Request for Grant Applications. Meet state and local challenges through service and volunteer action. 
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Webinar: Every Learning Opportunity Matters: Promising Strategies to Help Students Show Up. Attendance Works will share promising approaches used by schools, districts and communities to engage and support students and families in this initial transition to school. Sept. 30, 11 AM. 
Webinar: Helping Children Cope with Racial Trauma. Learn about the impact of racism on students’ social emotional wellness and readiness to learn.  Sept. 30, Noon. 
Webinar Series: Washington State Dual Credit Summit.  FREE OSPI Virtual Series with FREE Clock Hours. Every Wednesday, Sept. 30 – Nov.18, 12:00 - 1:00 PM. 
Webinar: College Board Counselor Workshop 2020. Oct. 6, 10 AM. 
Save the Date! GEAR UP West: Virtual Event. Tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 20. Details to come.  
RESOURCES	
WAGU Featured Resource: WA State GEAR UP: Virtual Campus Visit Series. View recorded virtual visits!
Applying To College. For students experiencing homelessness.  
FAFSA Completion Resources. NCAN has multiple resources to support financial aid completion including: The Form Your Future website, a Resource Library, and a quick overview of the updates to the 2021-22 FAFSA. 
New! College Knowledge: Student Lessons and Family Workshops. Created by CCER in collaboration with classroom teachers. Lesson plans support College Knowledge workbook content. Choose what’s most useful for you from these ready-to-use Google Slides or check out a suggested scope and sequence for the school year.  
New! Core Plus Aerospace Curriculum. 10 units of curriculum have been adapted for remote or hybrid instruction, and are available to Washington schools. These customized units focus on the fundamentals of manufacturing, covering topics such as safety, standard operating procedures, materials science, and more. Learn more and explore their website. 
IN THE NEWS 
We Need More SEL in High Schools (Here’s How). Through advisory groups, orientations, and one-to-one coaching, schools are helping incoming students adjust to the social and emotional challenges of high school.
Pandemic Increases Importance of Filing Early for Financial Aid. The new FAFSA form, which is out on Thursday, requires last year’s tax data. But families that have lost income this year may need to take extra steps to qualify for help.
America's Missing Kids. Amid COVID-19 and online school, thousands of students haven't shown up.
Ways The Pandemic Could Affect Your College Application. What students and families ought to know when they apply.
9th-Grade Average. FAFSA Completion. College Matching. Some key measures for making sure students are on track.
The Rise of Dual Credit. It’s boosting degree attainment but also raising doubts about rigor.
Healing Through Humor With Tatanka Means. The actor and comedian reflects on healing with laughter in a Native way.
Connecting With Students Through a Phone Call. It conveys warmth and can lead to a deeper connection.
Predicting Higher Ed’s Post-Pandemic Future. Futile or fruitful?
School as Sanctuary. Many schools have joined a movement to protect immigrant and refugee students.
Help Me, So I Can Help You. College students call for greater empathy during the pandemic.
Participation Strategies for Live Video Instruction. These are easy to use anytime.
How To Motivate Students Who Are Distance Learning During COVID. Students often multitask while distance learning. 
The Shift to Online Teaching. How K-12 educators can translate proven higher ed practices to their virtual classrooms.
WA’s New Teacher Of The Year Sees Challenges, Opportunities Amid Distance Learning. My colleagues are examples of just great innovators.
SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/resources/scholarships and our list of scholarship search engines and databases.
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Do Something Scholarship. Donate 5 items to help students stay healthy and perform their best in school. Upload a photo of your items by 9/30 for the chance to win a $2,500 scholarship.
The SchoolHouse Connection Youth Leadership and Scholarship Program. Provides scholarships to youth who have experienced homelessness to ensure their completion of a post-secondary education program. Due Oct. 1. 
[bookmark: link_1]Nominations Request: Presidential Scholars Program. You are encouraged to nominate students who, while demonstrating outstanding scholarship, might not otherwise be nominated through the current SAT/ACT processes. Students must be HS seniors who are who are U.S. citizens or legal permanent residents. See Presidential Scholars Nominations Memo & Instructions and the U.S. Presidential Scholars Nomination Form. Nominations due 10/16.

	[bookmark: news]Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	Community College Scholarship 
	Open to students enrolled at a public community college, technical college, junior college, or city college. Must provide short essay responses to provided topics.
	9/30

	Scholarship Poetry Contest - Winter Issue
	($100-$500) - Applicant must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less.

	9/30

	Shout It Out Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words of less submit an online written response to the question: "If you could say one thing to the entire world at once, what would it be and why?" 
	9/30

	CJ Pony Parts Scholarship Video Contest
	($500) - Create a short video, under 3 minutes long, on one of their topics.

	10/15

	Horatio Alger Scholarship - National Scholarships
	($25,000) - The Horatio Alger National Scholarship Program is one of the major scholarship programs nationally that specifically assists high school students who have faced and overcome great obstacles in their young lives.
	10/25

	Horatio Alger Scholarship - State Scholarships
	($10,000) - State scholarships are awarded to eligible students in all fifty states and the District of Columbia. The program specifically assists high school students who have faced and overcome great obstacles in their young lives.
	10/25

	Jack Kent Cooke College Scholarship Program
	For high-performing HS seniors with financial need who seek to attend the nation’s best four-year colleges and universities. Scholars receive up to $40,000 per year, college planning support, ongoing advising, and the opportunity to network with the larger JKCF Scholar community. Up to 40 College Scholars are selected for this program each year.
	10/30

	Coca-Cola Scholars Scholarship
	($20,000) - High school seniors with a minimum 3.0 unweighted GPA may apply. 150 Coca-Cola Scholars are selected each year to receive this $20,000 scholarship.
	10/31

	Voice of Democracy Scholarship.
	Provided by the VFW, students in grades 9-12 are eligible for up to $30,000. 
	10/31

	ZipRecruiter Scholarship
	($3,000) To enter, please write a 500-800-word essay that addresses a job you previously held and your ideal post-grad job. 
	10/31

	Zombie Apocalypse Scholarship
	($2,000) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "Imagine that your high school or college has been overrun with zombies. Your math professor, the cafeteria ladies, and even your best friend have all joined the walking dead. Flesh out a plan to avoid the zombies, including where you’d hide and the top-five things you’d bring to stay alive."
	10/31
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The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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