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WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP UPDATES
[bookmark: link_5]​Save the Date! GEAR UP West: Virtual Event. Oct. 20. No-cost. Registration to launch soon. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]NEW!! Washington State Financial Aid Calculator. This tool calculates potential awards from the Washington College Grant and Pell Grant programs. Debunk students’ and families’ misconceptions about not qualifying for aid and help them estimate an award with this tool. 
NEW!! Updated Graduation Pathways Toolkit and HSBP Template. Now updated for the Class of 2021. Additionally, find a Class of 2021 Graduation Pathways one-page handout for staff and families. 
[bookmark: link_3]FYI: 20-21 Test Fee Waiver Program. For the 2020-21 school year, OSPI will continue to provide funding to cover the cost of testing fees for students who qualify for FRPL. This test fee waiver applies to AP, IB, and CI test fees and does not cover late registration fees. To participate for AP test fees, AP coordinators need to indicate on students’ registration if they qualify. IB and CI will have iGrants available later this spring to receive that funding.
FYI: College Bound Scholarship Deadline Exception. A reminder that a special exception to the sign-up-deadlines will be made for students required to sign a pledge to establish eligibility during eighth or ninth grade in the 2019-20 school year. Below is information that outlines the deadlines for various cohorts of students. Class of: 	
· 2023 (10th graders) - 11/30/2020 - Existing app from limited 9th grade sign-up.
· 2024 (9th graders) - 11/30/2020 - Existing app from middle school
· 2024 (9th graders) - 8/31/2021 - New app from limited 9th grade sign-up (available later in October)
· 2025 (8th graders) - 8/31/2021 - New or existing
· 2026 (7th graders) - 8/31/2022 - New this year
Virtual Student Recruitment and Outreach Events
2020 NACAC College Fairs. Each virtual fair is a free, one-day event. Attend as often as you like. Parents invited, too. NACAC Virtual College Fairs are designed from the ground up as mobile experiences that are intuitive, informative, interactive, and fun. Oct. 12, Oct. 18, and Nov. 8. 
2020 PNACAC College Fairs. FREE to students, families and counselors. OR College Week: Oct. 5 – 9, WA College Week: Oct. 19 – 23, and AK & ID College Week: Oct. 26 – 30.
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Virtual Event: Leaders in Native Education Panel. Join a panel of tribal leaders as they discuss topics like compact schools, school mascots, Since Time Immemorial, and more! Sept. 17, 9-11 AM. 
Webinar: myOptions Encourage to Support ACAC Implementation. Sept. 22, 11 AM. 
Webinar: Supporting Seniors’ Financial Aid Awareness.  Hosted by OSPI and WSAC. Sept. 23, 1 PM. 
Webinar: Washington OER Hub Information. Sept. 22, 3 PM. 
Webinar: Every Learning Opportunity Matters: Promising Strategies to Help Students Show Up. Attendance Works will share promising approaches used by schools, districts and communities to engage and support students and families in this initial transition to school. Sept. 30, 11 AM. 
Webinar Series: Washington State Dual Credit Summit.  FREE OSPI Virtual Series with FREE Clock Hours. Every Wednesday, September 30 - November 18, 12:00 - 1:00 PM. 
Webinar: College Board Counselor Workshop 2020. Oct. 6, 10 AM. 
Save the Date! GEAR UP West: Virtual Event. Tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 20. Details to come.  
RESOURCES	
WAGU Featured Resource: GEAR UP College Knowledge Games & Activities for Students and Families. Adapt these games for remote student and family activities.
National GEAR UP Week is September 21-25. Check out the toolkit for activities that can be adapted for remote learning.
Online Activities to Help Students Cope With COVID-19. Help students feel connected and resilient.
Helping Children After a Wildfire. Tips for parents and teachers. See also: Supporting Youth Displaced by Disasters. 
Rural College Access and Success Summit’s Conversations for Action. Partners for Education will host regular webinars focused on supporting rural students. Register for future webinars or view previous webinars. 
On-Demand Webinar: Making the Case for College During COVID-19. How do we ensure our most vulnerable students pursue college and understand college is still possible?  
Essential Apps for the Physical and Digital Classroom. Teacher-recommended tools.
Asynchronous Modules for Instructional Design. From CSTP. Badges and clock hours are now available. 
Social, Emotional, and Academic Development Through an Equity Lens. How to address beliefs, mindsets, and policies.
Teaching, Learning, and Growing Amid the Pandemic. Catch up on all episodes of the Education Now series.  
How to Talk About the Pandemic on College Applications. What does the Common App recommend?
Applying to College: Junior and Senior Year Checklist. Advice for youth experiencing homelessness. 
IN THE NEWS 
Less Jargon, More Grace: Using Language That Parents Understand. Messages to parents and guardians that are full of acronyms and buzzwords can lead them to miss what teachers are trying to say.
Spokane Public Schools Board Passes Equity Guidelines. Employees will no longer be able to arrest students.
Admissions Without Tests. Test-blind (as opposed to test-optional) admissions is on the rise.
Despite Warnings, No Clear Advice on Closing Dorms. Top federal health experts worry colleges will spread coronavirus if they send students home but keeping residence halls open poses its own dangers.
“Dear Future Me” Series Shows Students' Hopes and Fears About 2020. “By the time you open this, I hope they will have found a cure for the coronavirus, so I can hug my grandparents.”
The Actual Cost of College. Help families get past the sticker shock and discover what they might pay for college.
Back to School, Sort of... Dig a little deeper into the challenges that families are facing.
Tech Tips for Remote Learning. Education and privacy experts share some basic tips for things you can do now. 
Remote School Has Kids Isolated and Stressed. Here’s how to help. 
Advantages of Community Colleges During COVID-19. They have unique characteristics that make them great options. 
Why Apprenticeships Should Go Soft. A novel job training program fills the real skills gap.
What Did College Leaders Think Was Going to Happen? University administrators should have seen this coming.
How to Help Middle School Students Develop Crucial Skills This Year. These simple strategies can help.
Trauma is ‘Written into Our Bodies’—but Educators Can Help. Adversity and the transformational powers of meditation.
Using Technologies to Promote Better Attendance During COVID-19. Examples of how to leverage new technology.
We’re All New This Year. How advice for rookie teachers can help everyone during virtual learning.
A First-Look at Progress of Guided Pathways. New data on perceptions of CTCs’ guided pathways practices.
SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/resources/scholarships and our list of scholarship search engines and databases.
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· The SchoolHouse Connection Youth Leadership and Scholarship Program. Provides scholarships to youth who have experienced homelessness to ensure their completion of a post-secondary education program. Due Oct. 1. 
	[bookmark: news]Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	We the Future Contest
	Open to K-12 students, college students, law school students, graduate school students, adults 25 years of age and older, and seniors 65 years of age and older. Each age group has different requirements, so applicants should visit website for details. Amount varies.
	9/17

	QuestBridge National College Match
	Online platform that helps outstanding low-income HS seniors gain admission and full 4-year scholarships to some of the nation's most selective colleges.
	9/29

	Community College Scholarship 
	Open to students enrolled at a public community college, technical college, junior college, or city college. Must provide short essay responses to provided topics.
	9/30

	Scholarship Poetry Contest - Winter Issue
	($100-$500) - Applicant must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less.

	9/30

	Shout It Out Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words of less submit an online written response to the question: "If you could say one thing to the entire world at once, what would it be and why?" 
	9/30

	CJ Pony Parts Scholarship Video Contest
	($500) - Create a short video, under 3 minutes long, on one of their topics.

	10/15

	Horatio Alger Scholarship - National Scholarships
	($25,000) - The Horatio Alger National Scholarship Program is one of the major scholarship programs nationally that specifically assists high school students who have faced and overcome great obstacles in their young lives.
	10/25

	Horatio Alger Scholarship - State Scholarships
	($10,000) - State scholarships are awarded to eligible students in all fifty states and the District of Columbia. The program specifically assists high school students who have faced and overcome great obstacles in their young lives.
	10/25

	Jack Kent Cooke College Scholarship Program
	For high-performing HS seniors with financial need who seek to attend the nation’s best four-year colleges and universities. Scholars receive up to $40,000 per year, college planning support, ongoing advising, and the opportunity to network with the larger JKCF Scholar community. Up to 40 College Scholars are selected for this program each year.
	10/30

	Coca-Cola Scholars Scholarship
	($20,000) - High school seniors with a minimum 3.0 unweighted GPA may apply. 150 Coca-Cola Scholars are selected each year to receive this $20,000 scholarship.
	10/31

	Voice of Democracy Scholarship.
	Provided by the VFW, students in grades 9-12 are eligible for up to $30,000. 
	10/31

	ZipRecruiter Scholarship
	($3,000) To enter, please write a 500-800-word essay that addresses a job you previously held and your ideal post-grad job. 
	10/31

	Zombie Apocalypse Scholarship
	($2,000) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "Imagine that your high school or college has been overrun with zombies. Your math professor, the cafeteria ladies, and even your best friend have all joined the walking dead. Flesh out a plan to avoid the zombies, including where you’d hide and the top-five things you’d bring to stay alive."
	10/31



SUBSCRIBE | UNSUBSCRIBE
gearup.wa.gov
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The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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