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	Did you know?
[bookmark: funding]Rural WA students, the WA State Opportunity Scholarship has extra money and support to ignite a trade, STEM or health care career in your community through a NEW Rural Jobs Initiative. Learn more and apply by June 4! 
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WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP UPDATES
· Now Hiring! Program Coordinator, College Bound Scholarship and a Program Associate, 12th Year Campaign. 
· ​
· New CBS App Deadline: The deadline to complete an application will be extended until November 30, 2020. View memo. 
· Reminder: Priority Model Eligibility Verification due Jun. 15. See the Summer Calendar for more deadlines. 
· Virtual Commencement Opportunities to Share with Students & Families:  
· May 16: Graduate Together: America Honors The Class Of 2020. It will air on the broadcast networks--ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC--and digital platforms including YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok. Hosted by XQ Institute, The LeBron James Family Foundation, and The Entertainment Industry Foundation. It will feature President Obama, LeBron James, Malala Yousafzai, the Jonas Brothers, Yara Shahidi, Bad Bunny, Lena Waithe, Pharrell Williams, Megan Rapinoe, H.E.R., Ben Platt, and others.
· June 6: Dear Class of 2020. Barack and Michelle Obama will headline this ceremony live on YouTube. The multi-hour event will feature BTS, Lady Gaga, Alicia Keys, Kelly Rowland, Kerry Washington, Chloe x Halle and Zendaya, among others. Click here to join. 
· Resource: Top 5 Activities: Remote Activities for High School Juniors and Seniors. 
· Resource: Financial Aid Texting Service. Text “Hi Otter” to 360.928.7281 to receive 24/7 real-time answers to your financial aid questions.
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk34719293]Please check with the provider to ensure that you have the most up to date information. 
· Webinar: Supporting Students' Transition To Postsecondary: The New National College Attainment Network Resource Guide For K-12. May 12, 9:30 AM.  
· Webinar: Suicide Prevention, Intervention, and Postvention: What School-Based Staff Need to Know. May 12, 11 AM. 
· OSPI System & School Improvement Peer Learning Network. Connect with education leaders across the state in a virtual meeting space! Meeting are weekly on Thursdays at 2 PM on various high interest topics. 
· NASAI: Native American Student Advocacy Institute. Jun. 4–5, Phoenix, AZ.
· ASCA Annual Conference. Jun. 27-30, Seattle.
· NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. Jul. 19-22, Washington, D.C. 
· NCAN 2020. Sept. 14-16, New Orleans.
RESOURCES	
· WAGU Featured Resource: A Family Guide: Supporting Your Child After High School. These strategies help set realistic expectations and problem-solving behaviors that students will need in order to be successful in college. (Available in Arabic, Chuukese, Marshallese, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and Vietnamese.)
· www.careerconnectathome.org May is Career Connected Learning Month in WA! Every school day for the rest of the month at 3:30 p.m., students can join employers in live discussions about jobs and career pathways in our state.  
· Affirming Black Lives Without Inducing Trauma. Last week, there was wide circulation of the videos showing shooting deaths. How do educators engage with students about this violence against Black men—and the white supremacist systems without re-traumatizing Black students? These resources can help.
· 10 Free Financial Literacy Games for High School Students. Students can use games to learn money management and financial decision-making.
· Podcast: How Students Can Keep College Plans On Track, Even During A Pandemic. From the Lumina Foundation. 
IN THE NEWS 
· Four Self-Care Tips for 2020 Grads. And don’t forget to celebrate yourself, too.
· WA Dept. Of Commerce Opens 140 New Drive-In Wi-Fi Hotspots. Many of the Wi-Fi hotspots are in library parking lots.
· I’m Sick of Asking Children to Be Resilient. It’s time for reparations and resources and to not expect kids to “rise above.”
· AP Tests Begin Online and At Home.  But not for everyone.
· Should I Still Go to College? Families, students in Washington reevaluate plans amid coronavirus. 
· Long Before Coronavirus, Student Parents Struggled with Hunger, Homelessness. Inspirational stories emerge.
· Dear Therapist: I Staked My Identity on Attending an Ivy League School. I feel like my accomplishments mean nothing now.
· Should Schools Pay for Teachers' Internet Access? Just 1 percent said their school or district was paying. 
· After COVID-19, Sharp Drop in Lowest-Income FAFSA Renewals for 2020-2021. The downward trend is deeply troubling.
· Federal Rules Give More Protection to Students Accused of Sexual Assault. They are drawing swift and mixed reactions.
· Financial Aid from The Stimulus Bill Is on The Way for College Students Hit by Coronavirus. But some are getting left out.
· WSOS Scholar and UW Team Imagines A Better Parkinson’s Test. Lands in global finals for Microsoft student competition.
· We Would Be Wrong to Believe That Education Won’t Be Transformed Forever. Putting together Plans A-Z. 
· Netflix Star Wants People to Pronounce South Asian Names Correctly. You deserve to be called the way you want to be. 
· College Students Are Considering Gap Year. If classes are still remote in the fall. 
· Effective Family Engagement Starts with Trust. Strong, authentic partnerships between schools and parents is essential.
· Preparing to Re-Open This Fall. Community college leaders shared their plans for the summer and fall.
· Coronavirus Locks Down Dreams of Athletes and Families. Some of whom who counted on sports scholarships.
· How Long Should a Remote School Day Be? There’s no consensus.
· The ‘Right Not to Work’. Faculty members are concerned about health and safety.
· Empty Lecture Halls, No Fall Football, a Freshman-Only Campus. How colleges are thinking through reopening plans.
· I’m Teaching from Home and Don’t Know How Long We Can Keep This Up. My students are stressed.
· Obamas Will Deliver Commencement Speeches for The Class Of 2020. They will be taking part in multiple events.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Prom? Canceled. Graduation? Canceled. High schoolers share their worlds with us.
SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/resources/scholarships and our list of scholarship search engines and databases.
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· Pledge Your Collegiance 2020. Seniors who post a video announcing their college decision to Instagram using  #Collegiance and #CollegeBoardContest will be eligible to win prizes worth up to $5,000! Due May 15.
· New! Rural Jobs Initiative. Rural WA students: The WA State Opportunity Scholarship has extra money and support to ignite a trade, STEM or health care career in your community through a NEW Rural Jobs Initiative. Learn more and apply by June 4! 
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	Brief Description
	Due

	1-800-Wheelchair Scholarship Fund
	($500) - Please submit a 'visual poem', in a style of your choosing, on the theme of overcoming a personal challenge. 
	5/30

	UW Young Executives of Color Program
	The program currently serves 170 high school sophomores, juniors and seniors from 75 schools in the state Washington. Students attend sessions on the UW campus one Saturday every month for college preparation, business lectures, professional development, and powerful mentorship. YEOC is a FREE nine-month program. 
	5/31

	American Indian College Fund Full Circle Scholarship
	Scholarships available to students attending non-tribal colleges.
	5/31

	Fifth Month Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "May is the fifth month of the year. Write a letter to the number five explaining why five is important. Be serious or be funny. Either way, here's a high five to you for being original."
	5/31

	Navigate Your Future Scholarship
	A $2,500 scholarship offered to a HS graduate continuing his or her education in the aviation industry.
	6/26

	AWG Minority Scholarship
	For African American, Hispanic, and American Indian women. Must be full-time students pursuing an undergraduate degree in the geosciences (geology, geophysics, geochemistry, hydrology, meteorology, physical oceanography, planetary geology, or earth science education) at an accredited college or university. 
	6/30

	Do-Over Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "If you could get one 'do-over' in life, what would it be and why?"
	6/30

	Scholarship Poetry Contest - Fall Issue
	Open to all U.S. HS students. Applicant must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less. Up to $500.
	6/30

	Accenture American Indian Scholarship
	Must be an enrolled member of a U.S. federally recognized American Indian tribe or Alaska Native group, verified through submission of the AIGC Tribal Eligibility Certificate (TEC) form, demonstrate character and be seeking a degree and career in STEM or business.
	7/5

	ERCA Community Contribution Scholarship
	($1,000-$5,000) - The community contribution scholarship is open to all high school students who have recognized a need or problem in their community and have determined a way to address the issue.
	7/26

	Flavor of the Month Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: If you were an ice cream flavor, which would you be and why?"
	7/31

	American Fire Sprinkler Association Scholarship Program—2nd Chance Scholarship
	($1,000) - Open to anyone who has graduated high school or equivalency and wants to pursue a college degree or trade school education. 
	8/31

	Make Me Laugh Scholarship
	($1,500) - 250 words or less Describe an incident in your life, funny or embarrassing (fact or fiction), and make us laugh! 
	8/31
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The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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