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	Did you know?
1 in 5 teens said they are often or sometimes unable to complete homework assignments because they do not have reliable access to a computer or internet connection.
 >>Continue Reading.
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WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP UPDATES
· Financial Aid Texting Service. WSAC is offering Otterbot, a free texting service designed to help high school seniors navigate financial aid for college and career education. Students can access Otterbot via text message 24 hours a day, seven days a week by texting “Hi Otter” to 360-928-7281. 
· Coordinators: Email kellyk@wsac.wa.gov if you cancel any events, field trips, or activities due to the COVID-19 virus and do not plan to reschedule. In your email, clearly state the “NAME OF THE ACTIVITY” from the corresponding column in your Year 3 Work Plan and Budget form. Kelly note this change in your work plan and return an updated copy to you. 
· If you are rescheduling events, you do not need to send an email – provide the information about rescheduling it in the “NOTES” column when you complete your compliance reviews and return them to Kelly. Questions? Contact Kelly or Marcie. Thank you for your help with this. 
· April/Year 4 Planning Workshops: These workshops have been canceled. We are looking at alternative options/dates and will update you when we have a plan. NOTE: Please cancel your lodging reservations ASAP!
· June Summer Camp: Please email Annie to let her know the status on applications. Please specify if you are concerned that students will be unable to attend due to COVID-19 virus. Depending on the situation, we will reevaluate the camp activities.
· Dual Credit Summit Rescheduled! Save The Date: OSPI is working to secure Oct. 5th and 6th, 2020 at the same venue.
· Update: SAT And ACT College Tests Canceled. The May SAT is canceled. The College Board is exploring options to have students take AP exams at home "depending on the situation in May." The organization said that it is working to "provide future additional SAT testing opportunities for students as soon as feasible in place of canceled administrations." The SAT administration set for June 6 has not yet been canceled but the College Board said it would continue to assess the situation. ACT on Monday announced that its test scheduled for April 4 will now take place on June 13 instead. ACT said it was working to notify students who had signed up for the April 4 test and provide them with instructions on how to proceed. 
STUDENT EVENTS
· You may find a list of outreach and recruitment events at: https://gearup.wa.gov/node/3547 Due to the Coronavirus, events listed in this bulletin (student events, professional development workshops, etc.) may turn into online events, be rescheduled, or be canceled. Please check with the provider to ensure that you have the most up to date information.
· Update: The 2020 PNACAC Spring College Fairs in Boise, Seattle, Portland and Spokane have been canceled. 
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Please check with the provider to ensure that you have the most up to date information. Events may be canceled, rescheduled, or turn into webinars. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk34719293][bookmark: _Hlk35327875]ACAC and Reach Higher Webinar: College Signing Day 2020. Mar. 17, 11 AM. 
· Webinar: Superintendent Reykdal on Supporting Students and Families During the Coronavirus Crisis. Hear about the current state of our schools and answer your questions. Moderated by League of Education Voters. Mar 19, 12:30 PM. 
· Aim Higher WA Spring Workshops. FREE WSAC regional financial aid workshops to support school counselors and other school and CBO staff with financial aid training and program updates to support students applying for and accessing financial aid. 3/19–Webinar | 4/13-Webinar | 4-23-Vancouver | 4/28–Spokane | 4/29–Richland | 4/30-Toppenish
· OSPI College Ready Transcript Workshops. Leading though the Master Schedule. For secondary school leaders and counselors. Dates in April. Locations vary. See link for details. 
· Rural College Access and Success Summit. Apr. 26-28, Scottsdale, Arizona. 
· Coalition of Schools Educating Boys of Color Annual Gathering. Apr. 28-30, SeaTac.  
· MTSS Fest. May 4-5, SeaTac. 
· OSPI Student Support Conference. May 15-15, Wenatchee. 
· Equity Conference—From the Boardroom to the Classroom. May 20, SeaTac. 
· PNACAC Conference. May 20-22, Vancouver. 
· ASCA Annual Conference. Jun. 27-30, Seattle.
· NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. Jul. 19-22, Washington, D.C. 
· NASAI: Native American Student Advocacy Institute. Jun. 4–5, Phoenix, AZ.
· Now Accepting Proposals to Present!  NCAN 2020. Sept. 14-16, New Orleans.
RESOURCES	
· Download April! WAGU Featured Resource: College Knowledge Family Newsletters. Monthly family newsletters with college readiness information for students by grade-level (7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12). These newsletter templates come pre-loaded with info and areas to customize and add your events and contact information to personalize for your school! Available in English, Arabic, Chuukese, Marshallese, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
· New! Step-By-Step Student Guide to Launching A Manufacturing Career. Are you a high school student wondering how to pursue a career in manufacturing? Or perhaps you’re a parent, counselor, or teacher curious about what actions a student can take to explore and pursue a manufacturing career? Wonder no more. This new checklist and video from Core Plus Aerospace offer a step-by-step guide from freshman year through high school graduation. Download and share with students today!
· MAD-Learn’s Mobile App Development Program. Uses the Design Thinking Process to prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s careers. Students can use MAD-learn on any laptop, desktop, chromebook, or tablet device!
· Khan Academy Schedules for School Closures. These schedules are meant to be templates that you could adopt as is or copy and modify to better suit the needs of your children, classroom or district. Khan Academy has self-paced, interactive content--exercises, videos and articles--for students in every grade and in most major subject areas. Free and non-commercial.
· 3 Ways to Turn Your Classroom Remote in a Hurry. Plus, 35 resources that allow teachers to create, curate and deliver content to students. 
· New to Working Remotely? These Resources Can Help. Get to know your remote work productivity tools.
· New! A Year of Firsts. Second episode just released. Follow the journeys of four first-year college students. 
· Free Online Courses from Scholastic. The website is accessible on any device that has internet and no sign up is required. It will remain free and open indefinitely.
· COVID-19 Educator and Family Resources: 
· OSPI COVID Guidance & Resources. 
· Washington State Department of Health (DOH)
· U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
· Governor's COVID-19 web page 
· COVID-19 Resources (Association of Washington School Principals)
· COVID-19 resources for private schools (Washington Federation of Independent Schools)
· Science & Community Resources: COVID-19 (WA STEM) 
· Food, Mental Health Support & More (Seattle Times) 
IN THE NEWS
· The Real Lesson of the College Closures. Outside the Ivy League, students who go home for the semester are at risk of leaving school for good. See also: Coronavirus, Community Colleges and The Equity Gap. 
· Coronavirus Is Shutting Schools. Is America Ready for Virtual Learning? Educators experienced with remote learning warn that closures can affect children’s academic progress, safety and social lives.
· College Administrators Struggle with Whether to Close their Classrooms in Response to COVID-19. Some students say they want campuses to remain open.
· Schools Must De-Stigmatize Mental Health Issues for Teachers. I am a finalist for 2020 Illinois State Teacher of the Year, so it might surprise you to hear that at one time I considered myself a failure. A repeat failure, in fact.
· Don’t Forget About Us Minority Students: An Open Letter to University Administrators. Will Walker, a college student, describes what he and others like him are experiencing during the coronavirus and expresses his concerns.
· Can A College Completion Crisis Be Solved by Students Sharing Their Struggles? New push for students to be part of the conversation and solution.
· Finding Hope in College. One student shares her experience with the United Way of King County’s Bridge to Finish. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A Math Strategy to Unlock Student Thinking. This is worth your time if you teach math and wonder why your students forget so much.
· Erasure and Resilience: The Experiences of LGBTQ Students of Color, Latinx LGBTQ Youth in U.S. Schools is one of a series of reports on LGBTQ students of color that examines the school experiences of Black LGBTQ youth. 
· Congratulations! You Got into College without Even Applying. Idaho admits those meeting a combination of requirements to all of its public universities and community colleges, before they fill out a single form.
· 10 Inspiring Latinas Who’ve Made History. From astronauts to artists, meet the Latinas who have shaped the nation. 
· Key Findings About Americans’ Confidence in Science and their Views on Scientists’ Role in Society. here is a roundup of key takeaways from our studies of U.S. public opinion about science issues and their effect on society. 
SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/resources/scholarships and our list of scholarship search engines and databases.
· New! 2020 #PlanYourPathWA Student Video Contest. What are your education and career dreams, ﻿and how are you going to get there? Ready Washington launched a contest to IGNITE high school students' thinking and conversations about their education and career goals. 
	[bookmark: news]Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	National Institutes of Health (NIH) Undergraduate Scholarship Program
	For students from disadvantaged backgrounds who are pursuing careers in biomedical, behavioral, & social science health-related research. Must have a minimum 3.3 GPA or rank in the top 5% of their class & demonstrate exceptional financial need. Must be accepted to an accredited 4-year institution. Up to $20,000 per year. Renewable for 4 years.
	3/18

	Jack Kent Cooke Young Scholars Program
	Selective five-year, pre-college scholarship for high-performing 7th grade students with financial need. 
	3/23

	Odenza Marketing Group Scholarship
	Must submit 2 small essays, one related to travel, & the other on why they deserve a scholarship. Must be 16-25, w/ 2.5 GPA or greater. US citizenship required. $500.
	3/30

	Davis-Putter Scholarship 
	($10,000) For people active in movements for social and economic justice. 
	3/31

	A.T. Anderson Memorial Scholarship
	($1,000) This scholarship is awarded to American Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian AISES members pursuing degrees in STEM.  
	3/31

	AISES Intel Scholarship
	For American Indian/Alaska Native AISES members pursuing degrees in Computer Science, Computer Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Chemical Engineering or Material Science.
	3/31

	LULAC National Scholarship Fund
	($250-$2,000) Students submit a 300 words (maximum) on how your academic studies will contribute to your personal & professional goals. In addition, please discuss any community service or extracurricular activities you have been involved in that relate to your goals.
	3/31

	National Federation of the Blind Scholarship Program
	($3,000-$12,000) For blind college students in the United States and Puerto Rico. Awarded are based on academic excellence, community service, and leadership.
	3/31

	Emma L. Bowen Foundation
	Minority HS seniors & college freshmen w/ a min. 3.0 GPA & an interest in media careers (business, creative, journalism, technology, or sales) are eligible to apply. 
	3/31

	Scholarship Poetry Contest 
	Open to all U.S. HS students. Must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less. Up to $500.
	3/31

	Freestone Future Leaders Scholarship
	Open to HS seniors or current undergrads are involved in meaningful extracurricular activities, demonstrate a commitment to improving their communities, and who possess an entrepreneurial spirit. Citizenship required. Must be a state resident. 
	4/1

	American Fire Sprinkler Association Scholarship 
	Open to HS seniors. Citizenship/legal residency is required. A total of $20,000 is awarded. Ten (10) winners will receive a scholarship of $2,000 each.
	4/1

	American Nuclear Society  Freshmen Scholarship
	For graduating HS seniors who have enrolled, full-time, in college courses & are pursuing a degree in nuclear engineering or have the intent to pursue a degree in nuclear engineering. 
	4/1

	Incight Scholarship
	For students with disabilities who have demonstrated outstanding merit in giving back to the community and overcoming obstacles in order to pursue higher education. 
	4/1

	HSCTE Scholarships
	HSCTE is offering two $500.00 scholarships to qualified graduating senior students, one merit and one for financial need. For students interested in health care. 
	4/3

	American Foreign Service Assoc. National HS Essay Contest
	For 9-12th graders. Must submit an essay related to Foreign Service. Winner receives $2,500 a trip to Washington, D.C. to meet the Secretary of State, and full tuition for a Semester at Sea educational voyage. 
	4/6

	National Peace Essay Contest for HS Students
	Must write an essay related to their assigned topic. $1,000-$10,000.
	4/6

	KMR Group Foundation
	For seniors graduating from high schools in Clark or Cowlitz counties. 
	4/9

	American Atheists Founders’ Scholarship
	For atheist students attending graduate, law, college, university, or vocational school; you do not have to be a U.S. citizen.
	4/15

	CJ Pony Parts Scholarship 
	($500) - Create a short video, under 3 minutes long, on one of their specified topics.
	4/15

	Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes
	($5,000) For outstanding young leaders (ages 8-18) who have focused on helping their communities and fellow beings and/or on protecting the environment.
	4/15

	SEA-MAR - Farm Worker Scholarship
	For students who work or have worked OR, whose parent/legal guardian is or has worked as a farm worker.
	4/16

	NAEHCY Scholarship Fund
	Four (4) $2,000 scholarships for the 2019-2020 academic year. For students experiencing homelessness. Opens in March 2020. 
	4/30

	Western Union Family Scholarship Program
	Selected scholarship recipients will receive USD $2,500 each to contribute toward tuition or school fees at an accredited post-secondary institution and will be selected based on criteria relating to the program's three pillars: Perseverance, Aspiration, and Community.
	4/30

	All About Education Scholarship
	($3,000) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "How will a $3,000 scholarship for education make a difference in your life?"
	4/30

	E-waste Scholarship
	($1,000) - Complete the application form including a 140-character message about e-waste. The top 10 applications will be selected as finalists. The finalists will be asked to write a full length 500- to 1,000-word essay about e-waste.
	4/30

	HENAAC Scholarship
	($500-$10,000) - Applicants must be of Hispanic origin and/or must significantly demonstrate leadership or service within the Hispanic community. 
	4/30

	Washington Association of County Officials
	Applicants must submit 2 (signed) letters of recommendation, a personal statement discussing your academic goals and expectations, a list of your school and community activities, a list of honors and awards, and a sealed transcript from the high school or college.
	4/30

	Wilson-Hooper Veterinary Medicine Assistance Program
	For native students pursuing a degree in Veterinary Medicine (DVM) or Veterinary Technology (Associates of Applied Science Degree).
	5/1

	International Teamster Women’s Caucus Scholarship Program
	($500) - For daughters/sons of active or retired Teamster members who have at least 12 months of consecutive membership in good standing. Need to submit a 500 to 750 words on the following topic in your own words: “How can Unions motivate our youth and women in particular to become involved in the Union?”
	5/1

	Wells Fargo Scholarship for Undergraduates
	The Wells Fargo Scholarships for Undergraduate American Indian and Alaska Native Students will fund full-time and degree-seeking college freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors who hold a current GPA of 2.7 or higher with up to $5,000 for one year of study in any chosen major at any accredited institution in the United States.
	5/1

	1-800-Wheelchair Scholarship Fund
	($500) - Please submit a 'visual poem', in a style of your choosing, on the theme of overcoming a personal challenge. Limit your 'visual poem' to an 8.5in x 11in piece of paper. You can choose to represent words, images, or both. It can abstract or representational. Please include a personal statement that gives us an idea of who you are and how your poem relates to a challenge you've faced. The poem and essay (combined) should be between 500 and 1,000 words, but feel free to write a little more or less.
	5/30

	UW Young Executives of Color Program
	EOC is a nine-month college pipeline program hosted by the University of Washington Foster School of Business. The program currently serves 170 high school sophomores, juniors and seniors from 75 schools in the state Washington. Students attend sessions on the UW campus one Saturday every month for college preparation, business lectures, professional development, and powerful mentorship. YEOC is a FREE nine-month program. The only cost to students is transportation to UW Seattle.
	5/31

	American Indian College Fund Full Circle Scholarship
	Scholarships available to students attending non-tribal colleges.
	5/31

	Fifth Month Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "May is the fifth month of the year. Write a letter to the number five explaining why five is important. Be serious or be funny. Either way, here's a high five to you for being original."
	5/31
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The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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