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	Did you know?
University of Chicago Consortium scholars were stunned to discover that passing courses in 9th grade was a better predictor of graduation than test scores, family income and race.
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WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP UPDATES
Action Required: Register and Make Lodging Accommodations for WAGU Workshop. Eastside: CWU, Marc. 6-7. Westside: TESC, Mar. 12-13. 
Match Tip: Many colleges will donate pennants or other college swag to your program upon request. The value of these donations can be submitted as match on a Goods and Services form. The donor (college) must sign and document the value. Receipts are preferred, if available.
ED Releases 2019-20 College Financing Plan (Shopping Sheet): The Department of Education has renamed and revamped its Financial Aid Shopping Sheet. The tool, a template aimed at helping institutions provide financial aid information to students in an easier-to-understand way, is now called the College Financing Plan (preview it here). 
Optional Funding Opportunities: 
We Are The Dream Grant Program. MTV and Get Schooled want to help your high school, college or community-based organization support the college goals of undocumented students in your community. Any HS or college student or teacher as well as any staff member of a community based organization (e.g. a Boys & Girls Club, Boy Scout or Girl Scout Troop, etc.) are welcome to apply for a grant ($250-$2,500). Due Mar. 20.
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
NCAN Webinar: TheDream.US Scholarship Programs – Changing Lives: Learn about TheDream.US scholarship and how to assist DREAMers with the scholarship application process. Jan. 24, 11 AM. 
XITO Winter Institute. Feb. 22-24, Cispus Learning Center.
WA School Counselor Association Annual Conference. Feb. 27-Mar. 1, SeaTac. 
NCAN Spring Training. Apr. 16, Seattle. 
Rural College Access & Success Summit. Apr. 29-30, Lexington, KY.
2019 Super Conference: PNACAC, RMACAC, & WACAC. May 20-22, Phoenix, AZ.
OSPI Student Support Conference. May 22-24, Wenatchee. More info to come. 
AVID Summer Institute. Seattle, Jul. 1-3. 
STUDENT EVENTS
	1/26-DigiPen Preview Day
1/26-SMU Open House
1/26	-WSU-V Preview Day
	1/28	-PLU Lute Life Days
Save the Date- 3/28-29-LEAP Conference 


RESOURCES
Download February! WAGU Featured Resource: College Knowledge Family Newsletters. Monthly family newsletters with college readiness information for students by grade-level (7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12). These newsletter templates come pre-loaded with info and areas to customize and add your events and contact information to personalize for your school! Available in English, Arabic, Chuukese, Marshallese, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
5 Things To Know About Playing Sports in College. From Oregon GEAR UP. 
Downloadable School Poster: Discover Your Path With Science And Math. Washington will have more than 700,000 job openings by 2021. Of these jobs, more than 400,000 will be in STEM fields or will require STEM literacy. 
2019-2020 Common App Essay Prompts. The Common Application has announced that the 2019-2020 essay prompts will remain the same as the 2018-2019 essay prompts. Based on extensive counselor feedback, the existing essay prompts provide great flexibility for applicants to tell their unique stories in their own voice. Retaining the essay prompts provides the added benefit of consistency for students, counselors, parents, and members during the admissions process.
How to Support Immigrant Students and Families. Strategies for schools and early childhood programs.
Nursing.org just released two financial aid guides for current and prospective nurses. One is specifically geared towards students of minority backgrounds and includes scholarship opportunities for groups under this umbrella.
My Story. My Success. New resource from ACT. Help students navigate their journey. 
IN THE NEWS
Elevating Student Voice Through Senior Talks. HS seniors build confidence by documenting their growth and learning in a speech presented to their families and the school community.
The Biggest Driver of Summer Melt: Federal Aid Verification. The majority selected are from low-income families. Students may not complete verification because it’s cumbersome or they think they did something wrong.
How the Shutdown is Starting to Impact Schools. The biggest concern right now is the National School Lunch Program, which serves more than 30 million children in 2016. 
Community College Transfer Students More Likely to Graduate Than Traditional Students at Selective Colleges. New analysis from JKCF highlights community college students as promising admissions pool for selective 4-year institutions.
Hungry to Learn. Students describe their struggles with food and housing insecurity and what colleges can do to help.
Report Shows Benefit of Prison Education. A new report that examined the benefits of prison education recommends lifting the ban on providing federal financial aid to inmates.
Why Students Don't Fill Out the FAFSA. New federal study may alarm those concerned about encouraging more low-income students to enroll in college.
How Stress Affects Your Memory. Why it happens and what you can do to help mitigate it. 
I Faced Youth Homelessness – And We Must Do Better For Our Community. State Rep. Kristine Reeves shares her story and how her counselor helped her. 
How They See Me Versus How I See Myself': Girls' reflections from inside the justice system.
First, But Not Alone. First-gen students deserve to be there.
SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/resources/scholarships
Plan a Scholarship Week. From Oregon GEAR UP. Hold an event or series of events for students (it doesn’t just have to be seniors!) to search for and complete scholarships for college, providing dedicated time and support in school.
Princeton Summer Journalism Program is a free program for high-achieving low-income current HS juniors who are interested in journalism. Due Feb. 15.
Hutton Scholar Applications. Know any HS students aspiring to become future fisheries professionals? Student (as well as mentor) summer 2019 applications are due Feb. 15.  
Call for Junior Counselors at La Cima Summer Camp. Open to HS seniors and college students. Due Mar. 15.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Power of Youth Challenge. Mini-grants to create and lead service project. For students 13-18. Due Mar. 31. 
	Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	Point Foundation: College Scholarships for LGBT Students
	For HS seniors. No citizenship required. History of leadership &/or allyship in issues that affect LGBTQ community. Must plan to continue this leadership/allyship in the future. No specific GPA but seeking candidates w/ high academic performance.
	1/29

	The Hamilton Award
	Recognizes outstanding HS juniors for their academic, personal, & service achievements. Selects students for Leaders Academy – a 3-year, FREE program that helps students get into college, transition to college, succeed while in college, & transition post college.
	1/30

	The UW DO-IT Scholars Program
	Prepares HS students with disabilities for college, careers, leadership, & independent living. For HS sophomore/ juniors w/a disability.
	1/30

	10 Words or Less Scholarship
	14-25 yo ($500) - In 10 words or less, say why you deserve the scholarship.
	1/31

	LEAD360 Challenge
	(Project Based) – 5 finalists will compete in an online vote, & the winner will receive a Jefferson Award & have their project activated nationwide.
	1/31

	The American Legion National HS Oratorical Contest Scholarship
	Scholarships totaling $5,000 will be awarded to students taking part in the state contest. The state winner will receive a $2,000 scholarship, & an expenses paid trip to compete in the national contest for a part of the $138,000 national scholarship pool.
	1/31

	Rise Scholarship
	For current college-bound HS seniors who have a documented learning disability. 
	1/31

	Naomi Winston Scholarship in Art
	For visual artists ages 16-22. $10,000.
	2/1

	Al Neuharth Free Spirit & Journalism Conference
	To qualify for this scholarship, applicants must be a HS junior interested in pursuing a career in journalism, be a US citizen, & demonstrate qualities of “free spirit.” Recipients go to Washington, D.C., to participate in an all-expenses-paid journalism conference.
	2/1

	EngineerGirl Essay Contest
	This essay contest is for HS students – men & women – in grades 3 thru 12 (ages 8-18). To apply, applicants must write an original essay on a given topic related to engineering. 
	2/1

	Jackie Robinson Foundation Scholarship 
	($30,000) – For minority HS seniors with leadership potential & financial need. 
	2/1

	FFA Scholarships
	Over 1,000 scholarships w/ just one application available to FFA members.
	2/6

	Bezos Scholars Program
	A year-long leadership development program for public HS juniors & educators to put their education into action.
	2/8

	Courageous Persuaders Competition
	Open to 9-12 graders. Create a TV commercial targeted at middle school students to warn them about the dangers of underage drinking. Win scholarship money & trophies, have fun, & gain valuable experience. The grand prize-winning commercial will be broadcast on TV.
	2/8

	Queer Foundation Scholarship
	For LGBTQ HS seniors & allies. $1,000.
	2/14

	AFA Teens Scholarship
	Scholarships for essays on the impact that Alzheimer’s disease.
	2/15

	Nicholas A. Virgilio Memorial Haiku Competition
	For 7-12 graders. Submit up to 3 haiku poems. All haiku must be previously unpublished, original work, & not entered in any other contest or submitted elsewhere for publication. $50.
	2/15

	The Christophers’ Poster Contest
	Open to 9-12 graders. Must create an original poster that interprets the theme “One Person Can Make a Difference,” & illustrates the idea that one person can change the world for the better. $100-$1,000.
	2/19

	Gordon A. Rich Memorial Scholarship
	($12,500) - For exceptionally qualified HS students with demonstrated financial need whose parents or guardians have, or had, a career in the financial services industry.
	2/20

	Vegetarian Resource Group Scholarship
	One award of $10,000 & two awards of $5,000 will be given to graduating U.S. HS students who have promoted vegetarianism in their schools &/or communities. 
	2/20

	Chin: Shui Kuen & Allen Chin Scholarship
	Student or parent currently/formerly employed at an Asian-owned or Asian cuisine restaurant. Community advocacy & social justice work on behalf of Asian American, immigrant, LGBTQ &/or other progressive causes. Min. GPA: 3.0. Financial need. No citizenship requirement.
	2/26

	Louie Foundation Scholarship
	$100,000 in scholarships available especially for students w/ strong academics & whose parents are in the military or veterans of the armed forces.
	2/28

	Washington Opportunity Scholarship
	For low- & middle-income students pursuing eligible high-demand majors in STEM or health care & encourages recipients to work in WA.
	2/28

	Governor's Scholarship for Foster Youth
	($2,000-$4,000) Helps young men & women from foster care continue their education & earn a college degree.
	2/28

	Leadership 1000 Scholarship
	($1,500-$5,000) – For students who will be attending an eligible four-year college or university in Washington state.
	2/28

	National Youth Science Camp
	Students from around the country (two are selected to represent each state & Washington, D.C.) are challenged academically in exciting lectures & hands-on studies, & have voluntary opportunities to participate in an outdoor adventure program, gain a new & deep appreciation for the great outdoors, & establish friendships that last a lifetime.
	2/28

	TheDream.US - National Scholarship
	For DREAMers w/ DACA. Covers tuition & fees up to $14,500 for an AA & $29,000 for a BA at one of our Partner Colleges (EWU &UW). Renewable each year.
	2/28



TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP WEEKLY BULLETIN CLICK HERE 
gearup.wa.gov
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 The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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