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	Did you know?
The new Washington College Grant gives more money to more students for more kinds of education after high school. 
Learn more. 


	· GEAR UP Updates
	

	· Student Events
· Optional Professional Development 
	

	· Resources
	

	· News & Research
	

	· Student Scholarships & Opportunities
	


WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP UPDATES
· [bookmark: _GoBack]New! Student Resource: Introducing Otterbot! WSAC launched a free texting service to support the class of 2020. The service named “Otterbot”, is available 24/7 to help answer financial aid questions. Students will receive information and resources throughout the school year to support their college-going process. Text 360-928-7281 and say, “Hi Otter!” to get connected. 
· Nominations Open: CBS Champion Award. Recognize the efforts of those professionals who have gone the extra mile, spent extra time, and demonstrated belief in the value of education and the future of our students. Open to teachers, counselors, administrators, student services professionals, community and civic leaders. Due by Apr. 1.
· Action Required: March Workshop. Please watch before the event either on your own or arrive early to watch at the event on Day 1. Watch the OSPI-WSAC Webinar on HB1599 with SBE | Webinar Slides
· Westside: March 9-10, CPTC, Lakewood. Register and make lodging accommodations. Pre-enroll for clock hours.
· Eastside: March 16-17, BBCC, Moses Lake. Register and make lodging accommodations. Pre-enroll for clock hours.
STUDENT EVENTS
Find more outreach and recruitment events at: https://gearup.wa.gov/node/3547 
	2/22-Northwest College of Art & Design
2/22-Experience WSU
2/27-Clark College Professional Technical Day  
2/27-S2W Transition Fair-Microsoft 
2/28-Why Whitworth Days
3/4-GHC Open House
3/4-Perry Tech Open House
3/4-WOU Criminal Justice Visitation Day
3/5-Lake WA Open House  
3/5-3/7-Walla Walla University Visitation Days
3/6-Why Whitworth Days
3/7-Experience WSU
3/9-3/10-LEAP Student Conference 
3/13-PLU Lute Life Days
3/13-Why Whitworth Days
3/13-3/14-WSU Future Cougars Embracing Diversity
3/14-S2W Transition Fair-Highline College
3/18-WSU-T College Planning Day
3/19-WSU-V College Planning Day
3/20-Why Whitworth University Day
3/21-Northwest College of Art & Design
3/21-LCSC Saturday Visit
	3/21-Northwest College of Art & Design
3/21-WU Junior Preview Day
3/23-WWU College Planning Day
3/24-UW-B College Planning Day
3/24-WWCC-Clarkston College Planning Day
3/25-YVCC College Planning Day
3/25-UW-T College Planning Day
3/26-WOU Visitation Day
3/27-PLU Spring Preview Day
3/27-Gonzaga Preview Day
3/28-DigiPen Preview Day
3/28-Experience WSU 
3/30-Why Whitworth Days
3/30-Spokane CC College Planning Day
4/1-GHC Open House
4/1-Why Whitworth University Day
4/3-Gonzaga Preview Day
4/3-Why Whitworth University Day
4/4-WOU Visitation Day
4/5-7-Walla Walla University Visitation Days
4/9-Gonzaga Preview Day
4/11-Experience WSU Pullman


OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
· Webinar: Creating a Postsecondary Culture of Caring to Support Basic Needs & Success. By NCAN. Feb. 20, 10:30 AM. 
· Webinar: #WeBelongInCollege: How Students Can Help Each Other Persist By Sharing Their Stories. By Get Schooled and the creators of the film “Personal Statement.” Mar. 4, Noon. 
· A Dream Deferred: The Future of African American Education Conference.  Mar. 11–13, Chicago.
· WA Dual Credit Summit. Mar. 16-17, SeaTac. 
· Rural College Access and Success Summit. Apr. 26-28, Scottsdale, Arizona. 
· Coalition of Schools Educating Boys of Color Annual Gathering. Apr. 28-30, SeaTac.  
· MTSS Fest. May 4-5, SeaTac. 
· OSPI Student Support Conference. May 15-15, Wenatchee. 
· Equity Conference—From the Boardroom to the Classroom. May 20, SeaTac. 
· PNACAC Conference. May 20-22, Vancouver. 
· ASCA Annual Conference. Jun. 27-30, Seattle.
· NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. Jul. 19-22, Washington, D.C. 
· NASAI: Native American Student Advocacy Institute. Jun. 4–5, Phoenix, AZ.
· Now Accepting Proposals to Present!  NCAN 2020. Sept. 14-16, New Orleans.
RESOURCES	
· Download March! WAGU Featured Resource: College Knowledge Family Newsletters. Monthly family newsletters with college readiness information for students by grade-level (7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12). These newsletter templates come pre-loaded with info and areas to customize and add your events and contact information to personalize for your school! Available in English, Arabic, Chuukese, Marshallese, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
· Creating Paths for Change. The latest Road Map Project report is about understanding student disengagement and reengagement.
· Financial Aid Toolkit. From PSCCN. Navigate the financial aid application process including completing financial aid forms. 
· Help Your Child on the Path to College. Sign up to receive emails and texts with college info, advice, and reminders from College Board. 
· Downloadable Flyer: Washington College Grant 101. Print this handout/flyer for your financial aid workshops. See also: Washington College Grant (WCG) 101 PowerPoint Template. Modify these slides for use with students and families.
· The Condition of Career Pathway Readiness in the United States. This ACT Policy and Research report highlights the levels of career pathway readiness benchmarks for various careers.
IN THE NEWS
· Starting College Behind. He finished high school, he’s not ready for college. The battle over what to do next.
· Know Your Students. Far too often we begin planning a class without first researching the students.
· The Overlooked Value of Certificates and Associate's Degrees. Fields of study influences future earnings for these programs.
· Native Languages Are Being Revived in WA Schools. Tribal elders and educators bring Salish and other languages to youth.
· Why Internships Can Ease the Path from College to Career. And why they often don’t.
· Student Parents Have Our Attention. Now they need action.
· 3 States Considered Bills to Ban Discrimination Based on Hair Texture or Style. WA state House just passed this bill.
· Inslee Signs College Grant Funding Bill into Law. The largest beneficiary being the Washington College Grant program.
· Ignore the Hype. College is worth it.
· Need Grows to Aid Foster Kids, Homeless Students. Lawmakers must invest to improve educational outcomes and futures.
· When Teachers Are Stressed, Students Are Stressed. This program is trying to help teachers cope.
· Some Employers Are Still Unsure About Hiring 'Dreamers'. Immigrants’ advocates provide clarity.
· Getting To & Through College. If it’s not paid for, I’m not going.
· Creating Access and Opportunity Through STEM Education. A systems approach is needed.
· Anytime Counseling. Lute Telehealth comes to PLU.
· Why Is Your Skin Like That? Students of color speak out about discrimination. 
· Tips for Effective School Leadership. Streamline decision-making and improve communication—and staff buy-in.
· Suspensions, Multiple Schools Affect Foster Youth as They Enter College. New report finds negative high school experience decreases college GPA.
· Student Reporting Labs on the Experiences of LGBTQ youth. Exploring the misconceptions about LGBTQ youth.
· 1 In 3 College Students Faces Food Insecurity. A number of young Americans don’t have the money to eat properly.
· Education in Prison Changes Lives and Saves Money. States need to step up.
SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/resources/scholarships and our list of scholarship search engines and databases.
· Virtual Native Scholarship Forum.  Hear from the 4 top Native American scholarship organizations and ask questions. Feb. 21, 11 AM.
· College Greenlight Scholarship Marathon. During this Feb. 29 event to encourage students to complete scholarship applications, students can submit entries for hourly raffles and a chance to win a $1,000 scholarship by submitting proof of FAFSA, college, and scholarship application work. Students and counselors can register for the event. 
	[bookmark: news]Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	Gordon A. Rich Memorial Scholarship
	($12,500) For exceptionally qualified high school students with demonstrated financial need whose parents or guardians have, or had, a career in the financial services industry.
	2/20

	Vegetarian Resource Group Scholarship
	For graduating U.S. high school students who have promoted vegetarianism in their schools and/or communities. 
	2/20

	TheDream.US - National Scholarship
	For DREAMers w/ DACA. Covers tuition & fees up to $14,500 for an AA & $29,000 for a BA at one of our Partner Colleges (EWU &UW). Renewable each year.
	2/27

	Indian Health Services Scholarships
	For Native American students who plan pursue degrees in the health profession.
	2/28

	Association of Computer Professionals in Education Scholarship
	($2,500) For HS seniors who have been actively involved in the use of technology during their high school careers and are planning to pursue studies in a technology-related field. 
	2/28

	2020 Core Plus Aerospace Internship
	The five-week, paid summer internship program is open to students at Core Plus Aerospace partner schools (find a location here).
	2/29

	College Board Opportunity Scholarships
	Complete key steps along your path to college for a chance to earn scholarships.
	2/29

	PNACAC Student Scholarship
	For HS seniors w/ a min. 3.0 GPA. $1,000 scholarships to students planning to attend a regionally accredited college or university in Fall 2020.
	3/1

	Emerging Rural Leaders
	The University of Chicago offers two summer programs to top freshmen and juniors from rural and small-town high schools. Selected students will have the opportunity to participate in a summer session course free of charge and will receive a travel stipend. Applications for HS juniors due Feb. 26; for HS freshmen due Mar. 1.
	2/26 and 3/1

	INSPIRE Pre-College Program
	Full scholarship for Native American, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian rising HS junior/seniors. Spend 3-weeks on the George Washington University campus to learn about intergovernmental relations between tribal governments and the federal government. 
	3/1

	ACCESS & Ron Herndon Scholarships
	For HS seniors with a GPA of 2.0- 3.5. Must reside in Oregon or SW Washington, be of African/African American/African Diaspora/Black/Afro decent and demonstrate need.
	3/1

	Actuarial Diversity Scholarship
	For those intent on pursuing a career in the actuarial profession. Must have at least 1 birth parent who is a member of one of the following minority groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, Native North American, Pacific Islander. For HS seniors w/ a min. 3.0 GPA & a min. ACT math score of 28 or SAT math score of 600. $1,000.
	3/1

	American Chemical Society Scholars Award
	($5,000) Renewable. African American, Hispanic, or American Indian HS seniors or college freshman, sophomores, or juniors pursuing a college degree in the chemical sciences or chemical technology are eligible to apply.
	3/1

	Microsoft DisAbility Scholarship
	($20,000) For HS students living with a disability, who plan to attend a 2- or 4-year university or college program, maintain a cumulative 3.0 GPA or equivalent, and have declared a major from the approved list.
	3/1

	Tall Clubs International Student Scholarships
	For students under 21 years of age, about to attend their first year of higher education, and who meet the height requirements of TCI— 5' 10 for women, and 6' 2 for men. 
	3/1

	WAEF Tree Fruit Industry Scholarships
	Multiple sources of scholarships for Washington students. 
	3/1

	WA State PTA Scholarship
	$2,000 for 4-year postsecondary institutions. $1,000 for community and technical schools.
	3/1

	Shui Kuen & Allen Chin Scholarship
	For incoming freshman or current, full-time undergraduate at a four-year college or university.
Eligible if student or parent currently/formerly employed at an Asian-owned or Asian cuisine restaurant. Open to any ethnic heritage. Must demonstrate community advocacy and social justice work. No citizenship requirements.
	3/2

	Create a Greeting Card Scholarship
	($10,000) Submit original photo, artwork or computer graphics for a greeting card.
	3/2

	Marine Corps Foundation-Undergraduate/Associate Scholarship 
	Need-based scholarships to the children of Marines and Navy Corpsmen who attend college or career training. Before applying, verify your eligibility. CTE Version--Application available all year. Applications processed monthly.
	3/3

	ASHG DNA Day Essay Contest
	($100-$1,000) For 9-12th graders. Must submit an essay related to genetics.
	3/4

	Sound Credit Union Scholarship
	Must be a graduating HS senior who plans to attend a 2- or 4-year college, w/ a min. 3.0 GPS, & be a member of Sound Credit Union on or before January 3, 2020.
	3/6

	WA Association for Career Counseling & Employment Readiness Scholarship
	For graduating HS seniors who have demonstrated excellence in the field of CTE. 

	3/6

	3rd Annual STEM Signing Day
	STEM Signing Day is a day where HS seniors publicly commit to pursing STEM- whether through a 2-year degree or 4-year degree. Everett, May 6. Travel Assistance Available. 
	3/6

	Truman D. Picard Scholarship for Native Students
	Dedicated to the support of Native American students pursuing a higher education in Natural Resources.
	3/13

	CORE's Que Llueva Café Scholarship
	For HS seniors who are undocumented and Latinx. $500-1,000.
	3/14

	Junior Duck Stamp Contest
	($200-$1,000) For K-12 students. Submit an original piece of artwork.
	3/15

	Louie Foundation Scholarship
	$100,000 in scholarships available especially for students w/ strong academics & whose parents are in the military or veterans of the armed forces.
	3/15

	National Institutes of Health (NIH) Undergraduate Scholarship Program
	For students from disadvantaged backgrounds who are pursuing careers in biomedical, behavioral, & social science health-related research. Must have a minimum 3.3 GPA or rank in the top 5% of their class & demonstrate exceptional financial need. Must be accepted to an accredited 4-year institution. Up to $20,000 per year. Renewable for 4 years.
	3/18

	Jack Kent Cooke Young Scholars Program
	Selective five-year, pre-college scholarship for high-performing 7th grade students with financial need. 
	3/23

	Odenza Marketing Group Scholarship
	Must submit 2 small essays, one related to travel, & the other on why they deserve a scholarship. Must be 16-25, w/ 2.5 GPA or greater. US citizenship required. $500.
	3/30

	Davis-Putter Scholarship 
	($10,000) For people active in movements for social and economic justice. 
	3/31

	A.T. Anderson Memorial Scholarship
	($1,000) This scholarship is awarded to American Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian AISES members pursuing degrees in STEM.  
	3/31

	AISES Intel Scholarship
	For American Indian/Alaska Native AISES members pursuing degrees in Computer Science, Computer Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Chemical Engineering or Material Science.
	3/31

	LULAC National Scholarship Fund
	($250-$2,000) Students submit a 300 words (maximum) on how your academic studies will contribute to your personal & professional goals. In addition, please discuss any community service or extracurricular activities you have been involved in that relate to your goals.
	3/31

	National Federation of the Blind Scholarship Program
	($3,000-$12,000) For blind college students in the United States and Puerto Rico. Awarded are based on academic excellence, community service, and leadership.
	3/31

	Emma L. Bowen Foundation
	Minority HS seniors & college freshmen w/ a min. 3.0 GPA & an interest in media careers (business, creative, journalism, technology, or sales) are eligible to apply. During this multi-year internship, students in the program receive an hourly wage & matching scholarship.
	3/31

	Scholarship Poetry Contest 
	Open to all U.S. HS students. Must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less. Up to $500.
	3/31

	Freestone Future Leaders Scholarship
	Open to HS seniors or current undergrads are involved in meaningful extracurricular activities, demonstrate a commitment to improving their communities, and who possess an entrepreneurial spirit. Citizenship required. Must be a state resident. 
	4/1

	American Fire Sprinkler Association Scholarship 
	Open to HS seniors. Citizenship/legal residency is required. A total of $20,000 is awarded. Ten (10) winners will receive a scholarship of $2,000 each.
	4/1

	American Nuclear Society  Freshmen Scholarship
	For graduating HS seniors who have enrolled, full-time, in college courses & are pursuing a degree in nuclear engineering or have the intent to pursue a degree in nuclear engineering. 
	4/1

	Incight Scholarship
	For students with disabilities who have demonstrated outstanding merit in giving back to the community and overcoming obstacles in order to pursue higher education. 
	4/1

	HSCTE Scholarships
	HSCTE is offering two $500.00 scholarships to qualified graduating senior students, one merit and one for financial need. For students interested in health care. 
	4/3

	American Foreign Service Assoc. National HS Essay Contest
	For 9-12th graders. Must submit an essay related to Foreign Service. Winner recieves $2,500 a trip to Washington, D.C. to meet the Secretary of State, and full tuition for a Semester at Sea educational voyage. 
	4/6

	National Peace Essay Contest for HS Students
	Must write an essay related to their assigned topic. $1,000-$10,000.
	4/6

	KMR Group Foundation
	For seniors graduating from high schools in Clark or Cowlitz counties. 
	4/9

	American Atheists Founders’ Scholarship
	For atheist students attending graduate, law, college, university, or vocational school; you do not have to be a U.S. citizen.
	4/15

	CJ Pony Parts Scholarship Video Contest
	($500) - Create a short video, under 3 minutes long, on one of their specified topics.

	4/15

	Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes
	($5,000) For outstanding young leaders (ages 8-18) who have focused on helping their communities and fellow beings and/or on protecting the environment.
	4/15

	SEA-MAR - Farm Worker Scholarship
	For students who work or have worked OR, whose parent/legal guardian is or has worked as a farm worker.
	4/16

	NAEHCY Scholarship Fund
	Four (4) $2,000 scholarships for the 2019-2020 academic year. For students experiencing homelessness. Opens in March 2020. 
	4/30

	Western Union Family Scholarship Program
	Selected scholarship recipients will receive USD $2,500 each to contribute toward tuition or school fees at an accredited post-secondary institution and will be selected based on criteria relating to the program's three pillars: Perseverance, Aspiration, and Community.
	4/30

	All About Education Scholarship
	($3,000) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "How will a $3,000 scholarship for education make a difference in your life?"
	4/30

	E-waste Scholarship
	($1,000) - Complete the application form including a 140-character message about e-waste. The top 10 applications will be selected as finalists. The finalists will be asked to write a full length 500- to 1,000-word essay about e-waste.
	4/30

	HENAAC Scholarship
	($500-$10,000) - Applicants must be of Hispanic origin and/or must significantly demonstrate leadership or service within the Hispanic community. 
	4/30

	Washington Association of County Officials
	Applicants must submit two (signed) letters of recommendation, a personal statement discussing your academic goals and expectations, a list of your school and community activities, a list of honors and awards, and a sealed transcript from the high school or college.
	4/30



SUBSCRIBE | UNSUBSCRIBE
gearup.wa.gov
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The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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