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August 24-28, 2020
	IN THIS ISSUE:
	 Did you know? 
 National GEAR UP Week is September 21-25.
Check out the toolkit for new and improved activities that can be adapted for remote learning. 



	· GEAR UP Updates
	

	· Optional Professional Development 
	

	· Resources
	

	· News & Research
	

	· Student Scholarships & Opportunities
	


WASHINGTON STATE GEAR UP UPDATES
· ​Priority Schools: Financial Aid Application Line by Line. Join the 12th Year Campaign as we walk through the FAFSA and WASFA. Learn about common errors, best practices, and resources to help student complete a financial aid application. Please register in advance for this training on Sept. 1, 1 PM. Can’t view live? The recording will be posted at https://wsac.wa.gov/12th-year-campaign.
· Register: 2020 Fall HS Counselor Virtual Workshops. Hear updates from OSPI, SBCTC, COP, ICW, and WSAC. Presentations will be available on YouTube. The Higher Education Handbook will be provided prior to the event via online PDF format. Clock hours will be provided by WSCA. Register: Sept. 15-Option 1 or Sept. 17-Option 2.
· Update: SAT Fee Waivers. Starting with the 2020-21 school year, schools will receive digital weekend SAT fee waiver codes instead of paper fee waivers. Codes will be accessible via the College Board K–12 reporting portal this month. View additional resources to help you access and distribute fee waivers:
· SAT Weekend Fee Waivers—What Counselors Need to Know 
· Electronic Fee Waiver Access Overview 
· From the Field: Strategies for Using Electronic Fee Waiver Codes 
· Managing Electronic Fee Waiver Codes for SAT 
· Student Fee Waiver Tracking Form 
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
· Today! Webinar: Supporting Students in Building their College List. Hosted by Katherine Pastor, 2016 National School Counselor of the Year. Aug. 25, 11 AM. 
· Webinar: A Conversation on Special Education During COVID 19. Hosted by Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council and The Arc - Washington State. Aug. 26, 11 AM.
· Webinar: Attending To The Health And Wellness Of Educators As The School Year Starts. Hosted by Learning Forward. Aug. 27, Noon. 
· Webinar: Project Based Learning: Designing High-Quality Online Content. Hosted by National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. Aug. 27, 5 PM.
· Webinar: Creating your Bitmoji Classroom. Hosted by National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. Sept. 3, 2 PM. 
· Virtual Event: NCAN 2020 Conference. Sept. 14-16.
· Virtual Event: PNACAC Virtual College Fairs. Registration for their multiple virtual college fairs is now open. 
· Webinar: myOptions Encourage to Support ACAC Implementation. Sept. 22, 11 AM. 
· Save the Date! GEAR UP West: Virtual Event. The in-person GEAR UP West conference has been canceled due to COVID-19 restrictions; however, we plan to host a one-day virtual event in its place. GEAR UP West Virtual Conference is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, October 20, 2020.  Please check back for additional details. 
RESOURCES	
· WAGU Featured Resource: ACT/SAT Test-Optional 101. Find out if a school is going test optional this year and the pros and cons of not taking an exam. 
· 12th Year Campaign Support Modules. Every module features a resource, video, and Kahoot quiz for your use. Use these modules to help prepare students for your financial aid advising day.
· Reopening Washington Schools 2020: Dual Credit and Postsecondary Planning. This guidance focuses on how school districts can plan and respond to the challenges of the 2020– 21 school year, specific to closing equity gaps in dual credit access and success and postsecondary transitions.
· College Matters and Money Matters Workbooks by FOCUS Training. If you are looking at a surplus of funds for the year or looking to add to your back-to-school programming, consider a workbook purchase. 
· Future Discovered: Leadership Academy Curriculum 2020-2021. Paradigm Shift’s new college and career readiness curriculum program can be used in person and virtually. 
· Campus Pride Resources. Resources and support for LGBTQ+ students throughout the school year and beyond. 
· AP Students: Class Section. Whether your school reopens for in-person or online learning, there are more free resources than ever to help students feel confident in their AP classes. Encourage them to join their AP class section online to access these resources.  
· Common App Family Resources. Families play such an important role in the college application process. Check out these planning resource for families to help their students navigate their journey to college. 
· Educators Share Digital Learning Resources and Advice (Part 1). [image: ]Teacher Tech Project educators, Constantino Montes and Tonia Albert, are featured on Ready Washington's website. They talk about remote teaching, their plans for the new school year, advice for teachers and resources they are using in their online classroom. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher Self-Care and Email Communications: The Importance of Setting Boundaries. Washington State NBCT, Jamie Johnson, has written an article on self-care and setting boundaries. More relevant than ever as many are starting the school year remotely, she offers a few tips and tricks to manage your well-being during the new year. Check out the article in the WISEducation Newsletter on page 19.
· ACT Opportunity: Become an ACT Test Center. Learn how you could offer the ACT at your school and reduce travel. 
· ACT National Test Center Administration—Your students, and those from other communities, could test at your school with this option.
· ACT Unlisted Test Center Administration—ONLY your students will be able to test at that location. 
IN THE NEWS 
· Staying Strong During Lockdown Means Reaching Out. And working your mind, too.
· How Tutors are Teaching Kids Online. While also helping overwhelmed parents.
· Students Call For Colleges To Cut Tuition Costs As School Year Begins Online. Should colleges charge full tuition?
· Could Year-Round School Provide Vulnerable Students With Needed Help? How are students’ basic needs being met?
· How to Make Remote or Hybrid Math and Science Instruction Engaging. Online resources and simple experiments.
· Teens Are Working As Essential Workers While Going to High School. My family needed a source of income.
· Move In, Move Out. For in-person college, everything rests on the first few weeks.
· 6 Classroom Strategies that Work for Generating Student Discussions Online. A former Teacher of the Year shares tips. 
· Families Priced Out of ‘Learning Pods’ Seek Alternatives. Should public schools provide teachers for small-group instruction?
· Painful Questions. CA launches widespread screening for ACEs. Critics question the science, and the consequences.
· College Students Prepare for Lonely Fall Semester. Students face challenges they've never imagined. See also: Some Students Can No Longer Afford College Because of the Pandemic. 
· The Science of Keeping Kids Engaged—Even From Home. Fortunately, there is a science of motivation.
· Remote Online Learning Puts Many Students At Risk Of Falling Behind. How can we support families and protect students?
· Designing Accessible Curriculum Can Help Make Online Learning More Equitable. UDL addresses learner variability. See also: How Students Benefit from a School Reopening Plan Designed for Those at the Margins. 
· Ways to Help Kids Start Middle School When They’re Rarely in the Building. Typical strategies will require some rethinking.
· Schools Say They Have To Do Better For Students With Disabilities This Fall. This spring, many of those children were left behind, and some vital services — including physical, occupational and speech therapies — simply stopped. 
· From A Former Higher-Ed Finance Leader With Three Daughters In College. Here’s why I’m optimistic.
· How Ibram X. Kendi's Definition Of Antiracism Applies To Schools. Taking a hard look at the policies and systems that perpetuate the decades-long opportunity gap.
· College Admissions (And What’s a ‘Good College,’ Anyway?) Prison sentences have been handed down in the college admissions scandal, but what else was going on?
· 'Living In My Car'? Fall Semester Online Means College Students Are Scrambling For Housing, Wi-Fi. Students are struggling to find a way to find the best way to learn.
· Connecting With Reluctant Remote Learners. Building relationships can go a long way toward helping them feel secure.
SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/resources/scholarships and our list of scholarship search engines and databases.
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· The SchoolHouse Connection Youth Leadership and Scholarship Program. Provides scholarships to youth who have experienced homelessness to ensure their completion of a post-secondary education program. Due Oct. 1. 
	[bookmark: news]Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	American Fire Sprinkler Association Scholarship Program—2nd Chance Scholarship
	($1,000) - Open to anyone who has graduated high school or equivalency and wants to pursue a college degree or trade school education. 
	8/31

	Make Me Laugh Scholarship
	($1,500) In 250 words or less describe an incident in your life, funny or embarrassing (fact or fiction), and make us laugh!
	8/31

	College is Power Scholarship
	Open to students currently in college or plan to start college within the next year.
	8/31

	We the Future Contest
	Open to K-12 students, college students, law school students, graduate school students, adults 25 years of age and older, and seniors 65 years of age and older. Each age group has different requirements, so applicants should visit website for details. Amount varies.
	9/17

	QuestBridge National College Match
	Online platform that helps outstanding low-income HS seniors gain admission and full 4-year scholarships to some of the nation's most selective colleges.
	9/29

	Community College Scholarship 
	Open to students enrolled at a public community college, technical college, junior college, or city college. Must provide short essay responses to provided topics.
	9/30

	Scholarship Poetry Contest - Winter Issue
	($100-$500) - Applicant must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less.

	9/30

	Shout It Out Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words of less submit an online written response to the question: "If you could say one thing to the entire world at once, what would it be and why?" 
	9/30

	CJ Pony Parts Scholarship Video Contest
	($500) - Create a short video, under 3 minutes long, on one of their topics.

	10/15

	Horatio Alger Scholarship - National Scholarships
	($25,000) - The Horatio Alger National Scholarship Program is one of the major scholarship programs nationally that specifically assists high school students who have faced and overcome great obstacles in their young lives.
	10/25

	Horatio Alger Scholarship - State Scholarships
	($10,000) - State scholarships are awarded to eligible students in all fifty states and the District of Columbia. The program specifically assists high school students who have faced and overcome great obstacles in their young lives.
	10/25

	Jack Kent Cooke College Scholarship Program
	For high-performing HS seniors with financial need who seek to attend the nation’s best four-year colleges and universities. Scholars receive up to $40,000 per year, college planning support, ongoing advising, and the opportunity to network with the larger JKCF Scholar community. Up to 40 College Scholars are selected for this program each year.
	10/30

	Coca-Cola Scholars Scholarship
	($20,000) - High school seniors with a minimum 3.0 unweighted GPA may apply. 150 Coca-Cola Scholars are selected each year to receive this $20,000 scholarship.
	10/31

	Voice of Democracy Scholarship.
	Provided by the VFW, students in grades 9-12 are eligible for up to $30,000. 
	10/31

	ZipRecruiter Scholarship
	($3,000) To enter, please write a 500-800-word essay that addresses a job you previously held and your ideal post-grad job. 
	10/31

	Zombie Apocalypse Scholarship
	($2,000) - In 250 words or less submit a response to the question: "Imagine that your high school or college has been overrun with zombies. Your math professor, the cafeteria ladies, and even your best friend have all joined the walking dead. Flesh out a plan to avoid the zombies, including where you’d hide and the top-five things you’d bring to stay alive."
	10/31



SUBSCRIBE | UNSUBSCRIBE
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The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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