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	NEWSLETTER TEMPLATE
First-Year Success Newsletter— News & Information
	

	

	Replace with School Contact Info

	

	WELCOME TO SPRING & SUMMER
As the year comes to a close, take a moment to reflect on your journey and plan for the future! 
Whether you are taking summer classes, working, or preparing for your second year, this season is full of opportunities.
STAY ON TRACK 
As the academic year winds down, embracing organization is crucial to your success.
Connect with your academic advisor. This is a great chance to strategize your summer or fall schedule, review your degree requirements, and discuss your transfer options.
Leverage academic resources before finals. Don’t hesitate to use tutoring, the Writing Center, and study labs—they’re here to help you shine as the quarter wraps up!
Be proactive about deadlines. Key dates for registration, finals, and financial matters are on the horizon. A planner or Canvas calendar can be your best friend in staying organized!
Planning to take summer classes? Chat with your advisor to balance your course load and ensure a smooth schedule. 
Let’s finish strong and embrace the exciting adventures ahead! 
	
	
	TRANSFER, ACADEMIC PROGRESS & FINANCIAL AID 
This season is the ideal time to stay eligible and plan your future.
Meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP). To keep financial aid, you must:
· Maintain the required GPA.
· Complete enough credits each term.
· Make progress toward your degree plan.
Verification matters. If you're selected for financial aid verification, submit documents as soon as possible to avoid delays.
	Plan your transfer early. Meet with an advisor to:
· Review transfer degrees (DTA, AS, etc.).
· Understand articulation agreements.
· Map out required credits and timelines.
Keep your paperwork updated. Send transcripts, update academic plans, and stay in contact with financial aid and advising if your goals shift.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CAREER & SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES
Now is the time to gain experience and prepare for your future. 

Visit the Career Center for assistance with:
· Résumé help
· Job and internship opportunities
· Summer employment support
· Career assessments
Explore summer experiences: 
Participating in apprenticeships, service programs, volunteering, or leadership roles can enhance your résumé and boost your confidence.
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	REMINDERS
Don’t let funding fall through the cracks during spring and summer.
· Confirm your FAFSA or WASFA. If you haven’t filed yet, do it now—aid is not automatic.
· Check your financial aid status. Make sure all documents are submitted to avoid delays.
· Apply for scholarships. Many local and college-based scholarships have spring and summer deadlines.
· If you're taking summer classes: Ask about summer aid and budget for tuition, materials, and transportation.

	STUDENT CHECKLIST
· Meet with your advisor about next steps.
· Register for summer or fall classes.
· Confirm or complete FAFSA/WASFA.
· Apply for at least one scholarship.
· Use tutoring or support before finals.
· Update your résumé for summer jobs.
· Connect with the Career Center.
· Plan how you'll balance work, rest, or classes.
· Reach out for help when you need it.
RESOURCES
Need help? You’re not expected to do it all alone.
· Contact your Peer Mentor, GEAR UP Advisor, or other high school support staff.  Text your WVC GEAR UP Peer Mentor for free help: (360) 562-0768.
· Use OtterBot, a free, legit, 24/7 financial aid and college planning texting service. It provides personalized assistance, reminders about deadlines, and answers to your financial aid questions. To get started, students can text “Hi Otter” to 360.928.7281, and parents can text “Hi Otter” to 360.634.0354.
· Resources & Support Services: WVC

	
	
	EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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