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	NEWSLETTER TEMPLATE
First-Year Success Newsletter— News & Information
	

	

	Replace with School Contact Info

	

	WELCOME TO GRAYS HARBOR COLLEGE!
Welcome to campus! You’ve made an exciting leap into higher education. Use this year to explore, build a strong foundation, and connect with resources that will set you up for future success.
ACADEMIC SUCCESS 
· See your academic advisor early. They help you select courses that align with your degree goals or transfer.
· Use the GHC Learning Center for free tutoring, writing help, and study groups.
· Stay organized. Track assignments and exams with a planner or app.
· Build relationships with professors through office hours.

BUILDING CAMPUS LIFE & GETTING INVOLVED
· Join student organizations. From clubs and cultural groups to student government and athletics, there are various activities available.
· Attend campus events. Workshops, guest speakers, fairs, and performances are great ways to connect.
· Use campus support services. Counseling, wellness, TRiO, disability services, career support, and veteran services are available.
· Balance your time. Make sure you include rest, exercise, and social time in your schedule.
	
	
	FINANCIAL AID & MONEY MANAGEMENT 
Complete FAFSA or WASFA annually. Even if you already received aid, it isn’t automatically renewed—you must reapply each academic year.
If you are undocumented, have DACA, or are otherwise ineligible for federal financial aid due to immigration status, you should complete the WASFA instead of the FAFSA for consideration for state aid.
You should aim to complete either the FAFSA or WASFA as close to October 1 as possible because financial aid dollars are limited and often awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.
	Review your financial aid award to understand its components, which include grants, loans, and work-study options. Start by familiarizing yourself with your award details. 
Next, create a budget by tracking your essential expenses, such as housing, food, textbooks, transportation, and personal items. 
Additionally, explore the various internal scholarships available at GHC. These scholarships are an excellent way to alleviate your financial concerns and support your success!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	UPCOMING EVENTS
· Include your school or community’s online and in-person financial aid filing events 
	
	
	DID YOU KNOW?
· Grays Harbor College has transfer agreements with Washington universities.
· Tutoring and student support are included with tuition.
· Even small scholarships reduce costs for students.
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	CAREER & TRANSFER EXPLORATION
As a first-year student at GHC, you can start your journey toward a four-year university with confidence. GHC offers transfer-friendly degrees, such as the DTA and AS, as well as clear transfer agreements with Washington and regional universities. Additionally, advisors are available to help you map courses that count toward your next degree. Connect with advising, tutoring, and transfer resources early, building your plan in the first year, and make your path to a bachelor’s degree smooth and achievable.
· Visit the Career Center. Get help with resumes, job/internship searches, and career assessments.
· Talk transfer early. Advisors can explain articulation agreements and transfer planning.
· Start building your network. Engage with professors, faculty, and professionals in your field.
· Get real-world experience. Consider part-time work, internships, or volunteering.

	STUDENT CHECKLIST
· Meet with your advisor this term to map out your classes.
· Visit the Learning Center or tutoring services.
· Apply for internal Grays Harbor College scholarships.
· Check with Financial Aid to ensure your forms, documents, and eligibility are current.
· Attend office hours for one of your courses.
· Go to class consistently and stay engaged.
· Get organized: Use a planner or digital calendar to track courses, assignments, and exams.
· Use your college email regularly to stay updated.
· Join one student organization or attend a campus event.
· Balance academics with rest and fun.
· Reach out for support—don’t wait until you feel overwhelmed
RESOURCES
· Contact your Peer Mentor, GEAR UP Advisor, or other high school support staff.  Text your GHC GEAR UP Peer Mentor for free help: 360.559.2968.
· Use OtterBot, a free, legit, 24/7 financial aid and college planning texting service. It provides personalized assistance, reminders about deadlines, and answers to your financial aid questions. To get started, students can text “Hi Otter” to 360.928.7281, and parents can text “Hi Otter” to 360.634.0354.
· Resources & Support Services: GHC
· Task Lists for Partner Schools: GHC
	
	
	ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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