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WA STATE GEAR UP PROGRAM UPDATES
· Deadline: Final Work Plan & Budget Revisions are due June 30. Please send to featherw@wsac.wa.gov
· [bookmark: _Hlk167098486]College Knowledge Family Newsletters. Monthly newsletters for students by grade level. Pre-loaded with info and areas to personalize! Available in English, Arabic, Chuukese, Marshallese, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and Vietnamese. 
· 2024-25 FAFSA Updates: Stay up-to-date on FAFSA changes.
STUDENT RECRUITMENT & OUTREACH EVENTS
· 12th Year Campaign Financial Aid Information & Filing Events. Most events are virtual. Spanish events are available.
· Apply by June 8th! QuickStart to College. This FREE summer camp program is designed to help soon-to-be seniors prepare for college! Participants receive the full college experience by spending 3 nights and 4 days on WWU’s campus in college dorms! For the Class of 2025. At Western Washington University.  Aug 3-6. 
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
· View Recording: Orientation Practices to Boost Connection. Did You Miss OSPI’s Last Graduation Equity Webinar? 1.5 Equity Clock Hours available for watching and completing the Feedback Survey. Be sure your name and email are included on the survey to receive the clock hours.
· Webinar: How to Review Financial Aid Offers. By NCCEP and uAspire. Exclusively for GEAR UP. June 6, 11 AM.
· NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. July 21-24, Washington, DC.
· MTSS Fest 2024. July 31 - August 2, Pullman.
· National GEAR UP Week. September 23–27, 2024
· GEAR UP West. Oct. 27 – 29, Albuquerque, NM. 
· [bookmark: link_15]OSPI-WSAC Webinar Series Returns, 10/2 9:00-10:30 Zoom and clock hour registration links are coming soon and will be posted on the OSPI Career and College Readiness page. 
Resources
· Common App Recommender Resource Linktree. Your one-stop hub for all things student support. Dive into application guides, stay updated with research briefs, request a Common App map, access tutorial videos, and more. 
· CSCP Resources on the OER Hub. Join OSPI’s "WA School Counseling Resources" Group! It’s part of the OER Commons, which provides a single access point to search, browse, and evaluate high-quality Open Educational Resources. These resources are free to use and reuse at no cost and without permission. 
· 
· 12th Year Campaign Padlet: Financial Aid Resources for Students. Find a list of resources to navigate the financial aid and admissions processes.
· Revamped! The College Knowledge Project Materials. From CSF, CCER, PSCCN, & WSAC. 23 student-tested and approved digital handouts compiled into a workbook designed to support college and career education planning. Lesson plans are available for each chapter. Order hardcopies via the 12th Year Campaign. Find digital copies on the WCAN website.

IN THE NEWS
· Congress Extends In-State Tuition For Pacific Islanders
· Educating The Next Generation
· Nonacademic Factors To Consider When Choosing A College
· A Last-Minute Sprint To The FAFSA Finish Line
· On The Washington-Idaho Border, A High School For Pregnant And Parenting Teens
· How To Care For People In Your Life With Intellectual Disabilities
· The FAFSA Isn’t Fixed For Everyone
· Her Freshman Year Was Spent Online. Now, She’s Graduating With Plans For The Great Outdoors.
· Turning Students’ College Intentions Into Enrollments
· ‘First Aid Kit’ For Tough Classes
· An Affordable Higher Education Option
· Aha!: How Mentoring Can Spark New Ideas And Connections
· Team Teaching: A Boost To Teacher Retention
· How One School Fosters Belonging For Students With Disabilities
· How 9 Leaders Think About Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Their Schools

SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships.
· Scholarship Junkies’ Free Scholarship Bank. Scholarship Junkies has launched their brand-new Scholarship Bank! This organization is a reputable and safe source to search for scholarships. 
· Washington State Youth Arts Leadership (WAYAL) program. Do you know a creative young person, ready to grow as a leader? Apply or nominate now. WAYAL is an annual cohort of youth and young adults (ages 16-19) from across Washington State. WAYAL leaders work with the Arts in Education (AIE) team at ArtsWA to explore and amplify the role of arts engagement in their communities. Young artists build community among their peers, gain leadership and communication skills, and explore arts careers with mentors in the field. Youth leaders receive a stipend for their participation. Due  July 11. 
	Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	Stuck At Prom Scholarship Contest
	($10,000) - This is the coolest scholarship contest around! Students are challenged to create and wear their prom outfits made entirely from Duck Tape to win scholarship cash!
	6/5

	National First-Generation Recognition Program
	From College Board. For HS students whose parent(s) does not have a bachelor’s degree or has some education that is less than a bachelor’s degree. 
	6/14

	2024 Breakthrough Junior Challenge
	Win a life-changing $250,000 college scholarship! For 13–18-year-olds who are good at explaining math or science. To enter, they must create a minimum of less than 2 minutes. Video explaining a key concept in math, physics, or life sciences for a chance to win a prize for them, their teacher, and their school.
	6/25

	Navigate Your Future Scholarship
	A $2,500 scholarship is offered to an HS graduate continuing their education in the aviation industry.
	6/28

	Geoscience IDEA Scholarship (formerly AWG Minority Scholarship)
	The scholarship provides up to $5000 in awards annually, typically split between two or more undergraduate students, and matches them with AWG mentors to enhance their careers. It also includes a one-year, sponsored AWG student membership.
	6/30

	Do-Over Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words or less, submit a response to the question: "If you could get one 'do-over' in life, what would it be and why?"
	6/30

	Scholarship Poetry Contest - Fall Issue
	Open to all U.S. HS students. Applicant must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less. Up to $500.
	6/30

	Flavor of the Month Scholarship
	($1,500) -Summer and ice cream go hand-in-hand. July is National Ice Cream Month, and that's the inspiration behind this award. People are very similar to ice cream; some are nutty, others a little exotic, and some are very comforting. If you were an ice cream flavor, which would you be and why?" (250 words or less)
	7/31

	Make Me Laugh Scholarship
	($1,500) - Make Me Laugh is a fun scholarship that lets you cut loose and lighten things up. Looking for a scholarship for comedians? Now is your chance to show us your funny bone. Perhaps you always have an embarrassing - but funny - story to share. Great! We'll promise to laugh with you, not at you. Must be 14 years of age or older at the time of application.
	8/31

	Beauty & Wellness Professionals Scholarship
	($2,500) This is for students currently enrolled in an eligible program and prospective students planning to enroll in an eligible program before the scholarship deadline. 
	9/1
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	The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education. You should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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