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WA State GEAR UP Program Updates
· [bookmark: link_9][bookmark: _Hlk167098486]Customizable Quarterly Family Newsletters. These templates provide college and career readiness information for students by grade level (7-12). Now available in Arabic, Chinese, English, Korean, Marshallese, Punjabi, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Ukrainian, & Vietnamese.
· Match Tip of the Week: Are You Including Benefits for School Staff? When you fill in the “Salary and Benefits per Hour” column on the In-Kind Match Form - School Staff, the rate should be the actual salary and benefits for the person who contributed the time. It should not be an estimate, standard rate, or a best guess. You must obtain the person’s actual hourly rate, plus salary, from your HR or personnel department. 
· Now Hiring: Do you know former students now at Grays Harbor College, Wenatchee Valley College, or Centralia College? WSAC is hiring part-time GEAR UP Peer Mentors at those locations. See link for details: Peer Mentor Position Description | 2025 WAGU Grad Services | GEAR UP
FAFSA Updates and Resources
· 12th Year Campaign Financial Aid Information & Filing Events. Most events are virtual. Spanish events are available.
· Communicating with Students from Families with Mixed Immigration Statuses FAFSA. The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators has released a guide to help mixed-immigration-status families understand whether filing the FAFSA could increase their risk of deportation.
· Undocumented Students and Mixed-Status Families: FAFSA Messaging. NACAC, the Presidents’ Alliance on Immigration and Higher Education, and the National Immigration Law Center have developed guidance for supporting undocumented students and those from mixed-status families.
Student Recruitment & Outreach Events
· [bookmark: Virtual_Workshop]Bring AJAC To Your Classroom! From AJAC Advanced Manufacturing Apprenticeships. AJAC prefers in-class presentations over career fairs. See AJAC Class Presentation Application
· Spring 2025 PNACAC College Fairs. Apr. 12 - Boise State University, Apr. 24 - Edmonds-Woodway HS, Apr. 26 - Seattle University, and Apr. 27- University of Portland.
Optional Professional Development
· Webinar: Inspiring Best Practices for Improving Attendance of Students Experiencing Homelessness. From SchoolHouse Connection and Attendance Works. Mar. 18, 10:00 AM. Missed Part 1? Find the replay on their page.
· Motivation Science and College Going. Dr. Savitz-Romer will highlight how practitioners can help students connect their current efforts to long-term goals, from intrinsic motivation to external incentives. Attendees will gain tools to better inspire and sustain students’ drive for postsecondary success, even in the face of challenges. This live webinar is free and open to the public, but the recording will only be available to NCAN members. Mar. 26, 11 AM.
· Know Your Rights Training. From School's Out WA. This interactive session is designed to address the unique challenges faced by individuals and professionals working with immigrant communities, providing the knowledge and tools needed to navigate legal matters with confidence. Apr. 1, 10 AM. Read OSPI's Guidance on Protections for Immigrant Students in Washington’s K–12 Public Schools
· WA State Indian Education Association's 40th Annual Conference. Apr. 1-3, Spokane. 
· 2025 Washington Mental Health Summit. This series brings together participants from the mental and behavioral healthcare community to drive innovation and improve systems. May 13.
· PNACAC Annual Conference. May 21 - 23, Portland.
· NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. July 13–16, San Francisco. Apply to present!
Resources 
· WAGU Featured Resource: Activity Guide: Preparing Students for the Transition to College. College access professionals can use this activity guide to help prepare students and families for the first year after high school, including what to expect and how to navigate everyday challenges.
· State Superintendent Chris Reykdal's Updates on Federal Authority and Actions. In the video, Superintendent Reykdal provides an overview of the differences between state and federal law, the limits of federal authority, and what the U.S. Constitution states regarding all three.
· 2025 Graduation Toolkit Now Posted. OSPI's Graduation webpage has been updated with the Class of 2025 Graduation Toolkit, Class of 2025 Graduation Toolkit Frequently Asked Questions and Answers, and Class of 2025 Graduation Pathways Quick Reference.
· The Ready WA School District Toolkit. This new tool provides ready-to-use materials to spark conversations about college and career readiness, including posters, family activities, and social media graphics.
· Introducing Apprenticeships Lesson Plan. From Accessing Union Apprenticeships. Download a free lesson plan to teach your students to apprenticeship information.
· Online Volunteer Opportunities for Students. From Get Schooled. Help students enhance their resumes, strengthen their college applications, and gain practical experience by collaborating with teams and leading projects through these virtual volunteer opportunities.
· WA Teen Health Hub. Vetted by a public health team and youth leaders from across the state, Teen Health Hub WA offers information on health topics important to youth! 
In The News
· College In The High School Soars In Popularity Across WA
· Immigration Arrests At School: How Likely Are They? We Asked Experts What To Expect.
· Trump’s Demands To Columbia Reflect Assault On Higher Ed, Experts Say
· Washington's Top School Official On Protections For Trans Students And Access To Federal Funds
· Trump Has Teased Disbanding The Department Of Education. Here’s How Its Funding Touches Washington Schools
· Office For Civil Rights Commences Title VI Investigations Against 45 Universities
· The Evolving Landscape Of Higher Education In America
· Ed. Dept. Says SEL Can ‘Veil’ Discrimination. What Does This Mean For Schools?
· 4 Steps To Combat Politicization And Win Buy-In For SEL 
· Education Leaders Share Their Ideas For Handling Political Uncertainty
· College Application Surge: Underrepresented Students Lead Growth In 2024-25 Admissions Cycle
· Study: College Mental Health And Financial Concerns Reach Critical Levels
· The Further Gutting Of The Department Of Education
Scholarships & Opportunities
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships.
· Free and Safe: Get Schooled Essay Review. Submit your personal statement, supplemental college application essays, and scholarship essays for feedback. They will provide actionable suggestions and feedback within one week.
	Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	Courage to Grow Scholarship
	($500) - Please explain in 250 words or less why you believe that you should be awarded this scholarship. You must be a junior or senior in high school or college with a minimum GPA of 2.5 or higher. U.S. citizens only, please.
	3/31

	Getlin's Corner Scholarship. 
	$1,500 to $7,500 scholarships for children of enlisted Marines or Navy Corpsmen who have served in Marine units.
	3/31

	Houzz Scholarships
	$2,500 scholarships for students 17 years of age or older currently enrolled or planning to enroll in interior design, architecture, landscape architecture, or architectural engineering programs in the U.S.
	3/31

	Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund
	(Up to $15,000 per Year) These need-based scholarships are awarded to students who can perform academic work at the college or university level, are enrolled in a trade or technical program, and are actively involved in the progressive movement.
	4/1

	10 Words or Less Scholarship
	($500) - In 10 words or less, say why you deserve the scholarship.
	4/15

	Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes
	($10,000) - Honoring outstanding young leaders (ages 8-18) currently working on an inspiring service project or have done so within the past 12 months. Students need to work independently to lead their service projects. 
	4/15

	Incight Scholarship
	($500-$2,500) - Up to one hundred scholarships to students with disabilities who have demonstrated outstanding merit in giving back to the community and overcoming obstacles to pursue higher education. These scholarships range in value from $500 to $2,500. It is only open to students who are residents of Oregon, Washington, or California.
	4/15

	LEAP Rise Above (aka LEAP1%) Scholarship Fund
	The  Latino/a Educational Achievement Project Scholarship Fund provides financial support for students who demonstrate a history of advocacy, responsibility, accountability, and perseverance, are go-getters, and have shown or have a strong potential to contribute to their community.
	4/15

	Sea Mar Farmworker High School & College Scholarships

	For those who currently work or have worked in agriculture, or whose parent or legal guardian is or has worked as a farm worker. They should demonstrate a commitment to their education, exhibit leadership skills, show concern for their community, and show financial need due to individual or family hardships.
	4/15

	Washington Opportunity Scholarship-Career & Tech (CTS)
	The Career and Technical Scholarship (CTS) supports Washington students on their path to high-demand careers in trade, STEM, and healthcare fields. To be eligible, Scholars must enroll in an approved program, such as welding, manufacturing, or IT, at one of Washington’s 34 community and technical colleges. Scholars are eligible to receive up to $1,500 each quarter for the duration of their associate degree, certificate, or apprenticeship program. These scholarship funds are flexible and can be used to cover tuition, fees, and other expenses associated with attendance, such as housing, transportation, food, and more. Scholars who intend to earn their bachelor's degree after the completion of their program are not eligible for CTS and are instead encouraged to review the Baccalaureate Scholarship.
	4/15

	WWIN Star Scholar (Formerly - Washington Women in Need Education Grant)
	Each WWIN Star Scholar receives up to $5,000 per academic year and up to $20,000 over their undergraduate career at an approved Washington college or university of their choice. For females 18 and older.
	4/17

	A.T. Anderson Memorial Scholarship
	($1,000) - This scholarship is awarded to American Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian AISES members pursuing degrees in the sciences, engineering, medicine, natural resources, mathematics, and technology. Students are required to submit three essays (prompts provided), each up to 1,000 words in length. 
	4/30

	Washington Association of County Officials
	($3,000) - The fund awards up to three $3,000 scholarships to eligible children of county employees and county elected officials in the following offices: assessors, auditors, clerks, coroners, medical examiners, prosecutors, sheriffs, and treasurers. Recipients must be full-time students in a baccalaureate, associate, or vocational/technical certification program.
	4/30

	The Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program
	For foster youth/alums. Provides financial assistance to eligible youth, up to $5,000 per academic year. Students must apply for FAFSA and receive the Pell Grant. High school students taking dual credit classes can receive up to $2,000 per academic year. They must register for at least six credits and one 100-level class or higher each quarter. To learn more about the program, eligibility, and the application process for the 2025–2026 school year, please visit the ETV webpage or email ETVWash@dcyf.wa.gov with any questions. To meet the priority deadline, you must apply by April.  30, 2025. All applications received after April 30 will be awarded on a funds-available basis.
	4/30

	AISES Scholarships: Scholarships for Native Students in STEM fields
	Multiple Scholarships - See Site for Details. Award Amounts vary: Must be a current AISES member (membership is free for students). Must be in a STEM field and be a full-time student. Must be an enrolled citizen or a descendant of an enrolled citizen of a federal or state-recognized American Indian Tribe or Alaska Native Village; or Native Hawaiian or descendant from a Native Hawaiian; or Pacific Islander or descendant from Pacific Islander; or an Indigenous person of Canada. Enrollment documents and/or a copy of birth certificate(s) showing descendancy from an enrolled citizen, Indigenous group of Canada, Native Hawaiian, or Pacific Islander are acceptable. Applicants may also, instead, provide a copy of their Certificate of Degree of Indian Blood or Certificate of Degree of Alaska Native Blood (CDIB) card. Please note that AISES may not always offer scholarships to non-citizens of the United States.
	4/30

	All About Education Scholarship
	($3,000) - In 250 words or less, submit a response to the question: "How will a $3,000 scholarship for education make a difference in your life?"
	4/30

	Jack Kent Cooke Young Scholars Program
	The Cooke Young Scholars Program is a selective five-year, pre-college scholarship for high-performing 7th-grade students with financial need. It provides comprehensive academic and college advising, as well as financial support for school, Cooke-sponsored summer programs, internships, and other learning enrichment opportunities.
	4/30

	E-waste Scholarship
	($1,000) - Complete the application form, including a 140-character message about e-waste. The top 10 applications will be selected as finalists. The finalists will be asked to write a full-length essay of 500 to 1,000 words on the topic of e-waste.
	4/30

	A.T. Anderson Memorial Scholarship
	($1,000) - This scholarship is awarded to American Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian AISES members pursuing degrees in the sciences, engineering, medicine, natural resources, math & technology. Students are required to submit three essays (prompts provided), each up to 1,000 words in length. 
	4/30

	Washington Association of County Officials
	($3,000) - The fund awards up to three $3,000 scholarships to eligible children of county employees and county elected officials in the following offices: assessors, auditors, clerks, coroners, medical examiners, prosecutors, sheriffs, and treasurers. Recipients must be full-time students in a baccalaureate degree, associate degree, or vocational/technical certification program.
	4/30

	The Paradigm Challenge
	($200 - $100,000) The Paradigm Challenge is an annual competition that invites students aged 4 to 18 from around the world to utilize kindness, creativity, and collaboration in solving real-life problems and making a positive difference in the world.
	5/1

	STEM Stars Actuarial Scholarship Program
	$20,000 (distributed over four years at $5,000 annually)  The Actuarial Diversity Scholarship Has Merged With STEM Stars. The STEM Stars Actuarial Scholars Program was established to promote diversity in the actuarial profession.
	5/7

	Puget Sound Scholarships (PRSA): Horace and Susie Revels Cayton Scholarship
	Award: $4,000 - This scholarship was established in 1992 in memory of Horace and Susie Revels Cayton. At the beginning of the 20th century, the Caytons were editors of a popular political newspaper, The Seattle Republican. Later in life, after publishing Cayton's Weekly, the couple turned their publishing expertise into a business and were likely Seattle's first Black public relations practitioners. Each year, the Chapter seeks to recognize a student from a systemically underrepresented racial or ethnic background attending a school in Washington State who demonstrates academic achievement and a desire to pursue a career in public relations.
	5/29

	Puget Sound Scholarships (PRSA): Sally Heet Memorial Scholarship
	Award: $4,000 - The Sally Heet Memorial Scholarship was established in 1986 in memory of a former member and good friend of Puget Sound PRSA. Sally Heet was a longtime Seattle-area PR practitioner and graduate of the University of Washington School of Communications. At the time of her death, April 16, 1986, she was working in Washington, D.C., as press secretary to U.S. Sen. Dan Evans. Those who knew her referred to her as self-possessed, confident, and professional. She was the victim of a senseless act of violence at her residence in D.C. This annual award is presented to an outstanding public relations student from a college or university in Washington State.
	5/29

	Ann Gallagher Memorial Scholarship
	($1,000) This scholarship is available to graduating high school seniors whose parent or guardian is a member of an affiliated union.
	5/30

	Humane Education Network: A Voice for Animals HS Essay Contest
	For HS students (ages 14-19). $150-$650. Rules & requirements may vary from year to year. For 2025, a special topic category, "Protecting Marine Life from Human Impact," is available, which can be applied across all eligible age groups and submission types. This option is in addition to the standard categories: Companion Animals, Farm Animals, Wildlife on Land, and Wildlife in the Oceans.
	5/31

	Jayme Biendl Working Womxn's Scholarship
	Teamsters Local 117 has established a new scholarship fund intended to support working Teamster women and their dependents. The Jayme Biendl Working Womxn's scholarship was established in memory of Officer Jayme Biendl of the Monroe Correctional Complex, who was killed in the line of duty in 2011. 
	5/31

	American Indian College Fund Full Circle Scholarship
	Full Circle Scholarship: The American Indian College Fund supports American Indian and Alaska Native college students seeking technical, undergraduate, and graduate degrees at tribal colleges and other nonprofit, accredited schools. Any Native American U.S. citizen who is a member or descendant of a state or federally recognized tribe with at least a 2.0 grade point average and enrolled as a full-time student can apply for a scholarship.
	5/31

	College is Power Scholarship
	($1,000) A scholarship to help you pay for college! The "College Is Power" scholarship is open to students age 17 and older who are currently in college or plan to start college within the next 12 months. Use the scholarship to pay for tuition, books, room and board, computers, or anything else related to your education!
	5/31

	Fifth Month Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words or less, submit a response to the question: "May is the fifth month of the year. Write a letter to the number five explaining why five is important. Be serious or be funny. Either way, here's a high five to you for being original." Must be 14 years of age or older at the time of application.
	5/31

	We the Future Contest
	Open to K-12 students, college students, law school students, graduate school students, adults 25 years of age and older, and seniors 65 years of age and older. Each age group has different requirements, so applicants are advised to visit the website for detailed information. Amount varies.
	5/31

	UW Young Executives of Color Program
	YEOC is a nine-month college pipeline program hosted by the University of Washington Foster School of Business. The program currently serves 170 high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors from 73 schools in the state of Washington. Students attend sessions on the UW campus one Saturday every month for college preparation, business lectures, professional development, and powerful mentorship. YEOC is a FREE nine-month program. The only cost to students is transportation to the University of Washington Seattle.
	5/31
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	The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education. You should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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