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WA State GEAR UP Program Updates
· [bookmark: link_9][bookmark: _Hlk167098486]Customizable Quarterly Family Newsletters. These templates provide college/career readiness information for students by grade level (7-12). Now available in Arabic, Chinese, English, Korean, Marshallese, Punjabi, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Ukrainian, & Vietnamese.
· Match Tip of the Week: Many colleges will donate pennants or other college swag to your program upon request. The value of these donations can be submitted as a match on a Goods and Services form. The donor (college) must sign and document the value. Receipts are preferred, if available. 
FAFSA Updates and Resources
· 12th Year Campaign Financial Aid Information & Filing Events. Most events are virtual. Spanish events are available.
· Communicating with Students from Families with Mixed Immigration Statuses FAFSA. The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators released a guide to help mixed-immigration-status families understand if filing the FAFSA could increase their deportation risk.
· Undocumented Students/Mixed Status Families and FAFSA Messaging. NACAC, the Presidents’ Alliance on Immigration and Higher Education, and the National Immigration Law Center have developed guidance for supporting undocumented students and those from mixed-status families.
Student Recruitment & Outreach Events
· [bookmark: Virtual_Workshop]Bring AJAC To Your Classroom! From AJAC Advanced Manufacturing Apprenticeships. AJAC prefers in-class presentations over career fairs. See AJAC Class Presentation Application
· WA Council’s College Planning Day is a one-stop opportunity for HS juniors and undecided seniors to learn about WA’s higher education options. View: College Planning Day Bus Subsidy Request Link. Mar. 11 – Saint Martin’s, Mar. 12 – WSUV, Mar. 19 – Heritage University, Mar. 25 – WWU,  Mar. 26 – UW Bothell, & Mar. 27 – UWT.
· Spring 2025 PNACAC College Fairs. Apr. 2 - Gonzaga University, Apr. 12 - Boise State University, Apr. 24 - Edmonds-Woodway HS, Apr. 26 - Seattle University, and Apr. 27- University of Portland.
Optional Professional Development
· Webinar: Culturally Responsive Practices & Policies that Help Students Attend & Engage. Sui-Lan Ho’okano, the OSPI Office of Native Education, and the Learning Options department will share their experiences. Free Equity Clock Hours! Feb. 12, 10 AM.  
· Webinar: Waitlists, Defers, and Holds: What to Do and What to Avoid. Open to PNACAC members only. PNACAC membership is free for public secondary schools. Feb. 13, 9 AM. 
· Webinar: Postsecondary Resources for Foster Care Students. WSAC’s Passport to Careers’ Dawn Cypriano-McAferty will lead the review and answer any questions. This review will cover the various opportunities (e.g., grants, scholarships, and support programs) available to foster youth. This review especially benefits school-based staff working with foster youth on postsecondary education. Feb. 26, 10 AM. 
· Apply for a Spring Learning Lab. NCCEP hosts Learning Labs for GEAR UP professionals. Learning Labs are small cohort learning experiences that combine virtual sessions with asynchronous online courses. Apps due by Feb. 28.
· College Success Learning Lab. For those who support college students and offer one-on-one advising. Gain ready-to-use resources and strategies, brainstorm with peers, and connect with a national cohort.  
· Coordinator Learning Lab. For those new to GEAR UP? Explore engagement strategies, discuss current and relevant topics for college access professionals, and collaborate with a national cohort of peers.
· WSCA Conference. Mar. 5-7. Seattle. 
· Motivation Science and College Going. Dr. Savitz-Romer will highlight how practitioners can help students connect their current efforts to long-term goals, from intrinsic motivation to external incentives. Attendees will gain tools to better inspire and sustain students’ drive for postsecondary success, even in the face of challenges. This live webinar is free and open to the public, but the recording will only be available to NCAN members. Mar. 26, 11 AM.
· WA State Indian Education Association's 40th Annual Conference. Apr. 1-3, Spokane. 
· 2025 Washington Mental Health Summit. This series brings together participants from the mental and behavioral healthcare community to drive innovation and improve systems. May 13.
· PNACAC Annual Conference. May 21 - 23, Portland.
· NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. July 13–16, San Francisco. Apply to present!
Resources 
· WAGU Featured Resource: GEAR UP Brochure Template. Feel free to adapt to fit your needs. 
· [bookmark: link_12]New OSPI Guidance: Protections for Immigrant Students. The guidance provides school districts with a roadmap of requirements related to student privacy, access to educational services, and immigration enforcement on school campuses.
· Kinship/Grandfamilies Toolkit for Schools. Many foster youth live in kinship or grandparent placements. Recent child welfare laws have finally recognized the vital role these caregivers provide. However, they still face additional challenges regarding educational rights and responsibilities. School districts and schools also have challenges understanding the role kin and grandparents play in school decisions and involvement. To help, Generation United has created an excellent toolkit for K-12 School Professionals that provides five actions schools can take to better support the students and families in these placements.
· Tips for Using AI, From Grad Students and Professors. A new guide shows how generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) tools can support creative, self-directed projects prioritizing student autonomy, critical thinking, and problem-solving. Explore the resource. 
· New Fact Sheet: Educating Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness. SchoolHouse Connection is pleased to make an updated fact sheet available on the PreK-12 education of children and youth experiencing homelessness. 
In The News
· WA Schools Will Not Share Student Information With Immigration Enforcement
· Did AI Kill The College Admission Essay? 
· What's In Trump's New Executive Orders On Indoctrination And School Choice
· Dozens Of Education Department Workers Are Put On Leave Over Trump’s Anti-DEI Order
· Title IX Sex Discrimination Rules Developed Under Betsy Devos Are Back
· Campuses No Longer Off-Limits To ICE
· Three Tools To Help Teach About Black Historical Figures In A Modern Light
Scholarships & Opportunities
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships.
· Free and Safe: Get Schooled Essay Review. Submit your personal statement, supplemental college application essays, and scholarship essays for feedback. They will provide actionable suggestions and feedback within one week.
	Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	HACER® National Scholarship
	For HS seniors planning to attend a 2- or 4-year college or university. Must have at least one parent of Hispanic heritage, have a min. 3.0 GPA, and be a legal resident.
	2/6

	WSECU Scholarship
	WSECU members of all ages are welcome to apply. $2,000 is awarded for two-year colleges and vocational schools. $3,000 is awarded for four-year undergraduate programs and graduate programs.
	2/10

	The Christophers’ Poster Contest
	Open to 9-12 graders. Must create an original poster that interprets the theme "You Can Make a Difference" & illustrates the idea that one person can change the world for the better. $100-$1,000.
	2/13

	Washington State PTA Scholarship
	Washington State PTA offers four $2,500 scholarships to graduating seniors from WA public high schools with an active PTA starting college (two-year or four-year) in the fall.
	2/13

	Princeton Summer Journalism Program
	Free residential journalism and college preparatory program for high-achieving current juniors from low-income backgrounds interested in journalism. All program expenses, including meals, housing, and transportation, are covered.
	2/15

	Gordon A. Rich Memorial Scholarship
	($12,500) - The recipients of GAR scholarships are exceptionally qualified high school students with demonstrated financial need whose parents or guardians have, or had, a career in the financial services industry.
	2/20

	Vegetarian Resource Group Scholarship
	For graduating U.S. high school students who have promoted veganism in their schools and/or communities. Vegetarians do not eat meat, fish, or fowl. Vegans are vegetarians who do not use other animal products such as dairy or eggs. One award of $10,000, six awards of $5,000, and additional runner-up prizes will be given. 
	2/20

	Washington Opportunity Scholarship- Baccalaureate
	WSOS supports low- and middle-income students pursuing eligible high-demand STEM majors or health care. It encourages recipients to work in WA once they complete their degrees.
	2/26

	Indian Health Services Scholarships
	Scholarships are available for qualified American Indian and Alaska Native students who plan to enter or are pursuing degrees in the health profession.
	2/28

	CORE's Que Llueva Café Scholarship
	The “Que Llueva Café” Scholarship aims to support the dreams, hopes, and aspirations of college-bound undocumented students so that they can earn their college education and allow for all of their hard work and sacrifice to persevere. $500-1,000.
	3/1

	Tall Clubs International Scholarship
	Up to $1,000 for tall students under 21 attending their first year of college the following fall. Request an application by March 1.
	3/1

	USDA/1890 National Scholars Program
	Scholarships are awarded annually and must be used at one of the 1890 Historically Black Land-Grant Universities. Each award provides full tuition and room and board for the scholarship term. The scholarship may be renewed each year, contingent upon satisfactory academic performance and normal progress toward the bachelor's degree.
	3/1

	Sound Credit Union Scholarship
	$1,000 individual scholarships. Must be a graduating HS senior who plans to attend a 2- or 4-year college, w/ a min. 3.0 GPS, & be a member of Sound Credit Union on or before January 31, 2021.
	3/2

	Microsoft DisAbility Scholarship
	Eight (8) $20,000 scholarships distributed over 4 years ($5,000 per year, renewable). Awards are renewable for up to three years or until a bachelor’s degree is earned, whichever occurs first, based on satisfactory academic performance, maintaining a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, full-time or half-time enrollment, and continued enrollment in the eligible major.
	3/13

	Courage to Grow Scholarship
	($500) - Please explain in 250 words or less why you believe that you should be awarded this scholarship. You must be a junior or senior high school or college student with a minimum GPA of 2.5 or better. U.S. citizens only, please.
	3/31

	Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund
	(Up to $15,000 per Year) - These need-based scholarships are awarded to students who can do academic work at the college or university level, are enrolled in a trade or technical program, and are active in the progressive movement.
	4/1

	10 Words or Less Scholarship
	($500) - In 10 words or less, say why you deserve the scholarship.
	4/15

	Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes
	($10,000) - Honoring outstanding young leaders (ages 8-18) currently working on an inspiring service project or have done so within the past 12 months. Students need to work as individuals to lead their service work. 
	4/15

	Incight Scholarship
	($500-$2,500) - Incight awards up to one hundred scholarships to students with disabilities, who have demonstrated outstanding merit in giving back to the community and overcoming obstacles to pursue higher education. These scholarships range in value from $500 to $2,500. The INCIGHT Scholarship is only open to students who are Oregon, Washington or California residents.
	4/15

	LEAP Rise Above (aka LEAP1%) Scholarship Fund
	The  Latino/a Educational Achievement Project Scholarship Fund provides financial support for students who demonstrate a history of advocacy, responsibility, accountability, and perseverance, are go-getters, and have shown or have a strong potential to contribute to their community.
	4/15

	Sea Mar Farmworker High School & College Scholarships

	For those who currently work or have worked in agriculture, or whose parent or legal guardian is or has worked as a farm worker. They should demonstrate a commitment to their education, exhibit leadership skills, show concern for their community, and show financial need due to individual or family hardships.
	4/15

	WWIN Star Scholar (Formerly - Washington Women in Need Education Grant)
	Each WWIN Star Scholar receives up to $5,000 per academic year and up to $20,000 over her undergraduate career at the approved Washington college or university of her choice. For females 18 and older.
	4/17

	A.T. Anderson Memorial Scholarship
	($1,000) - This scholarship is awarded to American Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian AISES members pursuing the sciences, engineering, medicine, natural resources, math & technology degrees. Students are required to submit three essays (prompts provided), up to 1,000 words each. 
	4/30

	Washington Association of County Officials
	($3,000) - The fund awards up to three $3,000 scholarships to eligible children of county employees and county elected officials in the following offices: assessors, auditors, clerks, coroners, medical examiners, prosecutors, sheriffs, and treasurers. Recipients must be full-time baccalaureate, associate, or vocational/technical certification program students.
	4/30
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	The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education. You should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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