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WA State GEAR UP Program Updates
· [bookmark: _Hlk167098486]Upcoming Website Redesign! Get ready for an exciting change! WA State GEAR UP is thrilled to announce that gearup.wa.gov is being redesigned and will be unveiled this fall. The new design will provide a more user-friendly and interactive experience, with improved access to resources. Stay tuned for updates! 
· National GEAR UP Week will occur September 23–27, 2024. Feel free to use our resources to plan for this week.
· 2024-25 FAFSA Updates: Stay up-to-date on FAFSA changes. 
· Free FAFSA/WASFA Help To 2024 High School Graduates. College Success Foundation (CSF) offers free, virtual one-on-one sessions through September! Sessions are available in English, Spanish, or other languages upon request. Book a meeting at the link—in-person events in Spokane and Yakima. 
· College Possible Washington also offers in-person and virtual FAFSA/WASFA completion workshops and individual appointments for students and family members to drop in and get support.  
Student Recruitment & Outreach Events
· 12th Year Campaign Financial Aid Information & Filing Events. Most events are virtual. Spanish events are available.
· Discover Dartmouth: Application Tips for Students from Rural Areas. August 27, 4 PM. 
· Thurston County NACAC Fair. Oct. 23.
· Pierce County PNACAC Fair. Oct. 24.
· Seattle NACAC Fair. Oct. 25 & Oct. 26.
· Portland NACAC Fair. Oct. 27 & Oct. 28.
· Spokane NACAC Fair. Oct. 29.
Optional Professional Development
· Webinar: Living into Your Values with School Culture​. By OSPI. Aug. 14, 10 AM. 
· [bookmark: link_4]Webinar: National GEAR UP Week Planning Session. Aug. 21, 9 AM. 
· NCCEP College Advising Learning Lab. This short-term, cohort-based professional development program teaches participants how to help students select the college that fits their needs. It is hosted in partnership with Bottom Line. The next session is Sept. 2 – Nov. 15. Apply by Aug.15.
· NCCEP Coordinator Learning Lab. This short-term, cohort-based professional development program is for new GEAR UP coordinators. It offers a place for coordinators to come together and explore common challenges facing GEAR UP professionals. The next session is Sept. 16 – Nov. 22. Apply by Aug. 31.
· OSPI & ESDs to Host HSBP Listen & Learn Stakeholder Events in September and October! Each ESD will partner with OSPI to host their event, offering in-person and virtual options. See the link for dates/times, locations, and registration. 
· WCHSCR Fall Counselor Workshops.  For school counselors, career center specialists, HSBP coordinators, and those in college-access work. Held in-person and virtually. Hear updates from OSPI, SBE, SBCTC, COP, ICW, and WSAC, as well as from our public and private four-year institutions and community and technical colleges.
· Sept. 9 – Fall Counselor Workshop – Cheney @ EWU
· Sept. 10– Fall Counselor Workshop – Pasco @ CBC
· Sept. 11– Fall Counselor Workshop – Vancouver @ WSU Vancouver
· Sept. 12– Fall Counselor Workshop – Lakewood @ CPT
· Sept. 13– Fall Counselor Workshop – Bothell @ UW Bothell
· Sept. 17– Fall Counselor Workshop – Virtual Option
· OSPI-WSAC Webinar Series Returns. Oct. 2, 9 AM.  
· Webinar Series for K-12 by WA Public 4-Year Universities. For K-12 practitioners by COP. Find recordings, materials, and links under the Admissions Webinars tab. 
· Oct. 9: Understanding Success from the College Admissions Perspective
· Nov. 4 Diving Deep into Admissions
· Apr. 9: The Final Stretch: From High School Graduation to College
· 
· WSCA Leadership Conference. Oct. 11-12, Spokane. 
· GEAR UP West. Oct. 27 – 29, Albuquerque, NM. 
· 
Resources
· WAGU Featured Resource: Senior Year Binder System.  Use with high school seniors to help them stay organized during the college and financial aid application process. This manual provides guidance on how to assemble the binder, provides examples, and explains the rationale. Feel to adapt to serve all pathways and needs. 
· How to Create a College List. Learn how to create a list that aligns with your personal goals using ACT’s step-by-step guide.
· Menu of SEL PD Resources for 2024-25. Washington’s SEL team’s curated collection of resources is designed to spark curiosity and promote knowledge-building around SEL. 
· New Resource, HearMe WA Helpline. The program will reach youth statewide, be available 24/7/365 via mobile application, chat, text, web form, and phone, and respond to various safety and well-being concerns. 
· Ways to Gain Skills Through Opportunities in High School. Ready WA Storyteller Helîn shares opportunities in Washington and beyond.
· 6 Guidelines to Give New Parents. Messages to be shared with families of students beginning education after high school. 
In The News
· FAFSA Will Open By December 1 After ‘Phased Rollout’
· The Rollout For The Updated FAFSA Application Has Been Delayed 
· ED Announces New Process To Launch 2025-26 FAFSA
· Rural Schools Are Fighting For Their Existence. What The Future Could Look Like
· Addressing The ‘Crisis Of Confidence’ In Higher Ed
· Rethinking Campus Spaces Amid Enrollment Declines
· Our Advice For Making College Campuses Ready For Diverse Student Populations
· Preparing Campuses For Diverse Student Populations
· Harris’s VP Pick Has Backed Free College, Big Investments In State Universities
· Nearly A Quarter Of College Students Experience Food Insecurity
· We're Not 'Out Of The Woods' In The Youth Mental Health Crisis
· How To Prioritize Funding For Students’ Social, Emotional, and Academic Development
· Khan Academy Goes Way Beyond Math 
· Why Schools Are Racing To Ban Student Phones
· Year-Round School Begins For Students In 2 Central Florida Schools
· Why Do Students Stop Out Of College?
Scholarships & Opportunities
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships.
	Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	Financial Aid Completion Scholarship
	This summer, any student who completes their Federal or State aid application will be eligible to win one of five $5,000 Financial Aid Completion Scholarships from Get Schooled!
	8/15

	Global Perspectives Scholarship
	For high school and college students attending an accredited U.S. college or university in 2024. To apply, submit an essay responding to a prompt question. Awards of up to $1,000 will be granted. 
	8/25

	Make Me Laugh Scholarship
	($1,500) - Make Me Laugh is a fun scholarship that lets you cut loose and lighten things up. Must be 14 years of age or older at the time of application. You must submit a 250-word essay.
	8/31

	American Fire Sprinkler Association Second Chance Scholarship Contest
	Open to anyone who has graduated high school or equivalency and wants to pursue a college degree or trade school education. Enter for the chance to win 1 of 5 $1,000 College Scholarships.
	9/1

	Beauty & Wellness Professionals Scholarship
	($2,500) This is for students currently enrolled or planning to enroll in an eligible program before the scholarship deadline. 
	9/3

	NAEHCY Scholarship Fund
	($5,000) To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants must meet the following criteria: *Applicants must be under 23 as of September 3, 2024. *Applicants must be actively pursuing post-secondary education or trade schools. *Applicants must be eligible for McKinney-Vento assistance or have experienced Homelessness* (while in school) within the last six years. 
	9/3

	Don’t Text and Drive Scholarship
	($1,000) - Complete the application form, including a 140-character message about texting while driving. The top 10 applications will be selected as finalists. The finalists will be asked to write a full-length 500- to 1,000-word essay about texting while driving.
	9/30

	Scholarship Poetry Contest - Winter Issue
	($100-$500) - Applicant must submit an original poem with 20 lines or less. 
	9/30

	Shout It Out Scholarship
	($1,500) - In 250 words or less, submit an online response to the question: "If you could say one thing to the world at once, what would it be and why?
	9/30

	Coca-Cola Scholars Scholarship
	($20,000) - High school seniors with a minimum 3.0 unweighted GPA may apply on our website in August of their senior year until the September 30 deadline. 150 Coca-Cola Scholars are selected each year to receive this $20,000 scholarship.
	9/30

	U.S. Bank Scholarship Program
	Complete a series of Financial Genius for Life online learning modules for a chance to win. $2,500-$20,000
	10/30

	Disney Dreamers Academy Applications.
	(Academy) - Disney Dreamers Academy is a 4-day, power-packed event in which 100 select high school students, ages 13 to 19, are inspired, motivated, and prepared to dream big.
	10/31

	Zombie Apocalypse Scholarship
	($2,000) - In 250 words or less, submit a response to the question: "Imagine that your high school or college has been overrun with zombies. Your math professor, the cafeteria ladies, and best friend joined the Walking Dead. Flesh out a plan to avoid the zombies, including where you’d hide and the top five things you’d bring to stay alive."
	10/31

	Voice of Democracy Scholarship.
	($35,000) Voice of Democracy audio-essay program gives high school students the unique opportunity to express themselves regarding a democratic and patriotic-themed recorded essay. The national first-place winner receives a $30,000 scholarship paid directly to the recipient’s American university, college, or vocational/technical school.
	10/31
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	The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education. You should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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