








Operate out of vision

“ Through inspirational storytelling 
I want to impact people and help 
them tap into the power of their 
potential so they can lean into their 
greatness. ” 



Commit to your passion and Purpose. Only then is lifestyle a possibility.

the_underdogmentality



Post Secondary Options 

● College: 2/4 year options
● Trade and Vocational Schools
● Workforce
● Entrepreneurship  
● Gap Year    



Award Letter
What is an award letter?

O An award letter is a document from a college that describes the details of the 
financial aid that they are offering to you. 

O Award letters can look very different college to college.

O Although referred to as a financial aid “award,” “offer” or “package,” remember that 
some of this money is usually loans that will need to be paid back.

O Award letters represent financial aid for 9 months (fall, winter, spring). You would 
need to apply for summer financial aid separately if you want to take summer 
courses.

O Remember that you do not have to accept all of the loans that are offered to you. 
You have the option to “decline” or accept a lower amount of loans.



…What Types of Financial Aid are there?
Grants
This is money offered by the federal and state
governments that you do not have to pay back… Unless

Scholarships
O Merit based
O Need based
O Identity based 
O Activity based 
O College Bound Scholarship 
O Athletic 
O Military
O Employer sponsored tuition support  



…What Types of Financial Aid 
are there?

Some Common Grant Names
$ Federal Pell Grant
$ SEOG Grant (Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grant) 
$ State Need Grant (Varys school to school) 
$ Institutional Grants
$ College Bound Scholarship



…What Types of Financial Aid 
are there?

Loans
A type of financial aid you must pay 
back. There are a few types:

$ Subsidized
$ Unsubsidized
$ Private



…What Types of Financial Aid 
are there?

Work Study
$ A program that allows students to take a part-

time campus job as part of their financial aid 
package. 

$ There is state and federally funded work study.
$ Must do FAFSA or WASFA to qualify.
$ Not guaranteed lump sum of funding. You 

gotta work for it!



…I did the Math. I got my Award Letter. What now?
You should:
❑ Look at the award letter from the school.  Identify any loans or any 

family contribution on the letter.
❑ Look at the cost of attendance breakdown you did for your college. 

What are they telling you to take out loans or pay for?
❑ Is there anything they are offering you money for that you are 

already covering (i.e housing costs, transportation, etc). Deduct 
that from your cost of attendance.

❑ Decide as a family:
❑ Do I/We need to take out this loan (or all of it)? 
❑ Do I/We have expenses we have to figure out how to cover?  If 

so, what are they?
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