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WA STATE GEAR UP UPDATES 

· Reminder: Please remember to document all college applications in the Portal. Questions? Contact Kelly K.  
· Download December: College Knowledge Family Newsletters. Monthly family newsletters with college readiness 

information for students by grade level (7-12). They come pre-loaded with info and areas to personalize! Available in English, 
Arabic, Chuukese, Marshallese, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and Vietnamese.  

· Now Accepting Proposals: 2023 NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. Review the how-to guide to submitting a successful 
proposal. Due Dec. 15. 

STUDENT RECRUITMENT & OUTREACH EVENTS 

· BigFuture Scholarships Week: Your College, Your Way. Your dream school is out there. We want to help you find it. Join to 
connect with college reps who are ready to answer your questions. Learn how searching for colleges on BigFuture can qualify 
you for $500-$40,000 scholarships. Dec. 6, 4 PM. 

· BigFuture Scholarships Week: Securing the Bag. You’ve got questions about scholarships. Get answers directly from the 
experts. Secure the bag, and don’t let money hold you back. Dec. 8, 4 PM. 

 
OPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

· PNACAC Webinar Series: College Counseling 101. FREE to PNACAC members. Dates thru April.  
· PESB Virtual Interactive Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Series. Open to all educators. Free clock hours. See link for dates. 
· Webinar: Bridging the College & Career Readiness Gap thru Blended Learning Tools. By NCCEP & EVERFI. Dec. 6, Noon.  
· Open Lab: Serving Rural Communities. By NCCEP. Dec. 8, 10 AM.  
· AVID National Conference. Dec. 8–10, Orlando, FL.  
· Webinar: Debt Slapped - Spanish. By CENTS. Learn about the Debt Slapped curriculum, how to use it, and how to have a 

representative present to your students (remotely or in person). For middle and high school educators. Dec. 8, 4 PM.   
· Open Lab: Coordinator Conversations. By NCCEP. Jan. 19, 11 AM.  
· Virtual Event: NCCEP's Capacity-Building Workshop (CBW). Feb. 13-15. 
· 2023 SuperACAC Conference. Spokane, Apr. 17-19. 
· The Washington Passport Network Passport to Careers State Conference. SeaTac, May 23-24.  

RESOURCES  
· WAGU Featured Resource: GEAR UP Brochure Template. This brochure contains basic information about GEAR UP services 

and benefits. Customize and share with students and families 
· 12th Year Campaign Support Modules. Every module features a financial aid resource, video, and Kahoot quiz for you to use 

with students and families.  

· Are You a Homeless Student in WA? Here are your rights. 
· U.S. Department of Ed Net Price Calculator Center. Prospective students enter information about themselves to find out what 

students like them paid to attend the institution in the previous year after taking grants and scholarship aid into account.  
· Career Bridge Washington. WA’s one-stop source for career and education planning. 
· Career Explore NW. Provides educational and career resources to explorers, both in and outside of the classroom. 

IN THE NEWS 

· Supporting the Well-being of Washington’s Native American Students and Families 
· Social Emotional Learning: What It Is and How It’s Taught in Washington’s Schools 
· ‘The Hardest Years of My Career’: Principals Say Political Combat Has Engulfed Schools 
· It's a Nasty Cold and Flu Season, But Some Educators Are Reluctant to Take Sick Days 
· Litter Boxes in Schools: How a Disruptive and Demeaning Hoax Frustrated School Leaders 
· School Principals Say Culture Wars Made Last Year 'Rough As Hell' 
· Youth Apprenticeships Are Growing, But Disparities Remain. How Can Districts Help? 

· Reframing Education Outcomes: Moving beyond Achievement Gaps 

Did You Know? 
There are affordable college and training 

options for everyone, including students who 
are immigrants, are undocumented, or have 

DACA status. Learn more.  
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· Teens’ Brains Aged Faster During The First Year Of The Pandemic   
· How The Realities of Low-Income Girlhood Are Overlooked in Schools and Culture  
· The Justice-Impacted Struggle to Reentry 
· Invisible Schools 
· Yakima Schools Pilot College Credit Program  
· Lessons Learned from a Career in Indian Education 
· Employment Helps Adults with Intellectual Disabilities See What They're Capable Of 

SCHOLARSHIPS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships and our list of scholarship search engines and databases. 
· BigFuture Scholarships. All juniors: Make yourself eligible for $500 and $40,000 scholarships each month. Earn entries in 

monthly drawings for scholarships by completing steps to plan for college.  
· Gen & Kelly Tanabe Scholarship. For students in grades 9-12, college, and graduate school students. Applicants must submit 

an essay answering why they deserve the scholarship or their academic or career goals. Awards up to $1,000. Dec. 31.   

Scholarship Brief Description Due 

Generation Google Scholarship  The Generation Google Scholarship was established to help 
aspiring students pursuing computer science degrees excel in 
technology and become leaders in the field. Selected students 

will receive $10,000. Google Scholarship will be awarded 
based on the strength of each candidate's commitment to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion, demonstrated leadership, and 
academic performance. 

12/10 

Dirk Derrick Car & Truck Accident Injury Scholarship  $1,000 - The Dirk Derrick Car & Truck Accident Injury 
Scholarship is an award for any current or soon-to-be 
undergraduate student in the United States who has had their 
life altered due to an injury from a car or truck accident, be it 
their injury that of a loved one, or an influential individual. The 
Dirk Derrick Scholarship has a quick submission process. 
Applicants will be judged on their ability to convey an auto 
accident's lasting effect on their life and their journey to 
overcome those challenges. 

12/15 

Apply for the Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Contest.  Public school teachers nationwide can help their school win a 
share of $2M* in Samsung technology by entering the Samsung 
Solve for Tomorrow contest. Developing projects that apply 
STEAM subjects to improve your local community can empower 
your students to learn creative problem-solving and critical 
thinking skills. 

12/21 

Scholarship Poetry Contest - Spring Issue  Open to all US HS students. Applicant must submit an original 
poem with 20 lines or less. Up to $500. 

12/31 

Top Ten List Scholarship  ($1,500) - In 250 words or less, submit a response to the 
question: "Create a Top Ten List of the top ten reasons you 
should get this scholarship." 

12/31 

Unigo $10K Scholarship  ($10,000) - Submit an online written response to the question: 
"Would you rather be smart, funny, or rich? Why?" (250 words 
or less)  

12/31 

NASA Student Art Contest  Theme differs each year - Open to K12 students. 12/31 

Wells Fargo Scholarship for Undergraduates  (Up to $5,000) - For American Indian and Alaska Native 
students with a current GPA of 2.7 or higher with up to $5,000 
for one year of study in any chosen major at any accredited 
institution in the United States. 

12/31 

GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship  For college-bound students who demonstrate exemplary 
leadership, drive, integrity, and citizenship with financial 
assistance to pursue higher education. $10,000 in renewable 
scholarships - up to $40,000 total - for tuition, school fees, 
books, supplies, and on-campus room and board. 

1/5 

Pride Foundation Scholarship  For LGBTQ+ student and allies. Applicants must be pursuing 
postsecondary education in the coming 2022-2023 school year 
(including community college, four-year public or private 
college or university, certificate programs, 
vocational/technical/trade programs, law school, 
medical/dental/veterinary school, or graduate education).  

1/6 

Ron Brown Scholar Program The Ron Brown Scholar Program annually awards 20 or more 
college scholarships for $40,000 to extraordinary African 

1/9 
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American high school seniors. Students must attend a four-year 
accredited college or university within the United States. 

Jackie Robinson Foundation Scholarship Award  ($35,000) - The JRF scholarship is awarded to outstanding high 
school graduates who plan to earn a baccalaureate degree 
from an accredited four-year college or university.  

1/11 

Bezos Scholars Program Successful applicants are public high school juniors and a staff 
person from their school that serves as their educator and 
participates fully in the program. Successful applicants have a 
strong drive and commitment to their education and 
demonstrate maturity, curiosity, resilience, and leadership.  

1/12 

FFA Scholarships  Over 1,000 scholarships w/ just one application available to 
FFA members. 

1/12 

GSBA Scholarship Fund  ($8,000) - The average annual award amount for each scholar 
is $8,000. In addition, GSBA invests in our scholars' leadership 
development through annual programs and workshops. 

1/13 

Point Foundation: College Scholarships for LGBT Students  For HS seniors. No citizenship required. History of leadership 
&/or allyship in issues that affect the LGBT/Queer community. 
Must plan to continue this leadership/allyship in the future. No 
specific GPA but seeking candidates w/ high academic 

performance. 

1/18 

APIASF Scholarship Program  ($2,500-$20,000) - APIA Scholars provides scholarships to 
underserved APIA students with a particular focus on those who: 
Live at or below the poverty level or are otherwise of low 
socioeconomic status; Are the first in their families to attend 
college; Are representative of the APIA community's diversity 
(geographically and ethnically), especially those ethnicities that 
have been underrepresented on college campuses due to 
limited access and opportunity; and have placed a strong 
emphasis on community service, leadership, and solid academic 
achievement.  

1/19 

The Hamilton Award  The Hamilton Award recognizes outstanding HS juniors for their 
academic, personal, and service achievements. It selects 
students for the Hamilton Leaders Academy – a three-year, no-
student-cost program that helps students get into college, 
transition to college, succeed while in college, and transition to 
the post-college world. 

1/25 

The UW DO-IT Scholars Program  DO-IT Scholars are Washington State HS students with 
disabilities planning to continue their education after 
graduation. Scholars prepare for their transition to college—
which includes exploring careers, independence, self-advocacy, 
and leadership. Open to HS sophomores or juniors. 

1/30 

USDA/1890 National Scholars Program  Scholarships are awarded annually and must be used at one of 
1890 Historically Black Land-Grant Universities. Each award 
provides full tuition and room and board for the term of the 
scholarship. The scholarship may be renewed each year. 

1/31 

Governor's Scholarship for Foster Youth  ($2,000-$4,000) – For youth who have been in foster care to 
continue their education and earn a college degree. 

1/31 

Leadership 1000 Scholarship  For HS seniors attending eligible high schools and planning to 
enroll in a WA state college or university. The scholarship is 

renewable, and it is available in amounts up to $5,000 per 
academic year. In addition to the scholarship, scholars receive 
guidance regarding career, financial aid, and networking 
opportunities with CSF alums and scholarship donors to ensure 
students graduate with a four-year degree and succeed in life. 

1/31 

The American Legion National HS Oratorical Contest 
Scholarship  

Aims to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the 
Constitution of the United States on the part of high school 
students. Washington State will award $5,000 in scholarships 
to the top 4 finishers. 

1/31 

Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Scholarship  Selected applicants for the Navy ROTC Scholarship Program 
are awarded scholarships through a highly competitive national 
selection process and receive full tuition, books stipend, 
educational fees, and other financial benefits at many of the 
country's leading colleges and universities. Upon graduation, 
midshipmen are commissioned as officers in the unrestricted line 
Naval Reserve or Marine Corps Reserve. 

1/31 
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