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WA State GEAR UP Program Updates
· [bookmark: link_9][bookmark: _Hlk167098486]Please welcome our two newest WSAC GEAR UP teammates! Our updated Program Staff contact sheet is on our website. 
· Sandra Larios (she/her/ella), GEAR UP Associate Director of Capacity Building
Hello! My name is Sandra Larios, and I use she/her/ella pronouns. My professional experiences have been dedicated to advocating for and supporting underrepresented students in educational spaces. In my free time, I enjoy hiking, baking, and spending quality time with my family. I am very excited to be joining the WSAC team and contributing to this meaningful work!
· Adelina Grageda (she/her/hers), GEAR UP Associate Director of Implementation
Hola! My name is Adelina "Addie" Grageda. I've been serving students in post-secondary education for over 20 years. I earned my BA from Gonzaga University and my Master of Social Work from Eastern Washington University. Helping individuals from diverse backgrounds navigate their educational paths and engage with their communities has been incredibly fulfilling. Outside of work, I love traveling and cherish spending quality time with my family and friends. 
· Customizable Quarterly Family Newsletters. These templates provide college/career readiness information for students by grade level (7-12). They are available in English and Spanish. More translations will be coming soon!
Student Recruitment & Outreach Events
· [bookmark: Virtual_Workshop]12th Year Campaign Financial Aid Information & Filing Events. Most events are virtual. Spanish events are available.
Optional Professional Development
· 2025-26 Difficult FAFSA Scenarios E-Learning Course Available. This NCAN course will help you support students with complex FAFSA situations with hints and tips about completing the form. Complete the trifecta of FAFSA 101, FAFSA 201, and Difficult FAFSA Scenarios, and you will be ready to take on any FAFSA situation. All e-learning courses are free for NCAN members.
· Webinar: College Financing 101: Tips on Loans, Scholarships and Financial Aid. By PNACAC. Get essential tips to help students with financial aid in this 101 series designed for high school counselors. Open to PNACAC members only. PNACAC membership is free for public secondary schools. Jan. 9, 9 AM. 
· Webinar: How to Host a College and Career Day. By ACT. Jan. 16, 9 AM.
· Webinar: Waitlists, Defers, and Holds: What to Do and What to Avoid. By PNACAC. Learn best practices and pitfalls to avoid in this 101 series designed for high school counselors. Open to PNACAC members only. PNACAC membership is free for public secondary schools. Feb. 13, 9 AM. 
· WSCA Conference. Mar. 5-7. Seattle. The call for proposals is now open!
· Virtual: NCCEP GEAR UP Academy. Feb. 3-6. Reg is now open!
· NCCEP/GEAR UP Annual Conference. July 13–16, San Francisco. Apply to present!
Resources 
· WAGU Featured Resource: Getting Ready for Campus Visits and Grade-Level Campus Visit Benchmarks. This resource provides best practices and resources from various sources.
· National Mentoring Month 2025 Resources. From MENTOR. Download toolkits, take the pledge, and explore the resources to get involved. 
· Stay the Course: A Winter Messaging Toolkit. From Attendance Works. Find tips for communicating with students and families. 
In The News
· A Troubling Trend. Seattle Reports Another Nearly 20% Increase In Homeless Students.
· A 1975 Law Helped Kids With Disabilities Access Education. Schools Now Need More Help
· Phones Must Be Off And Away All Day At North Thurston Schools. How’s It Going So Far?
· Difference Makers: Middle Schools Salk And Flett, Trailblazers For School Phone Bans
· Difference Makers: Middle Schools Salk And Flett, Trailblazers For School Phone Bans
· One State Tried Algebra For All Eighth Graders. It Hasn’t Gone Well
How AI Is Changing Education: 2024's Top 5 Stories
· What Works In Social-Emotional Learning? Teachers Share Their Best Strategies
· Why Generation Z Gives These Professors Hope
· Here's What Can Be Gained When Students With Disabilities Are Included In Classrooms 
· AI Is A Game Changer For Students With Disabilities. Schools Are Still Learning To Harness It
· WA School District Failed To Protect Black, Latino, & LGBTQ+ Students From Harassment
· Difference Makers: Hometown Heroes From Lewis Clark Save Their Coach’s Life With CPR
· Seeking A College Scholarship In WA? A Guide To Programs, Resources, and Tips For Applying
· Special Education Students Launch First Newspaper At Evergreen Elementary
Scholarships & Opportunities
Find more opportunities at: https://gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships.
· Get Schooled’s Scholarship Finder. This free scholarship search database for students is safe and legit and will never sell or share their personal information.
	Scholarship
	Brief Description
	Due

	FFA Scholarships
	Over 1,000 scholarships with/ just one application available to FFA members.
	1/9

	Jackie Robinson Foundation Scholarship Award
	($35,000) - The JRF scholarship awards outstanding high school graduates who plan to earn a baccalaureate from an accredited four-year college or university. Additional Scholars are given JRF fellowships to pursue opportunities to work and study abroad and for post-graduate education.
	1/9

	GSBA Scholarship Fund
	($8,000) - The GSBA Scholarship Fund awards educational scholarships to Washington State LGBTQIA+ and allied students who exhibit leadership potential, demonstrate strong academic abilities, and are actively involved in school and community organizations.
	1/10

	Paid, Multi-Year Summer Fellowship For Minority Student- Emma L. Bowen Foundation
	Minority HS seniors & first-year college students with a min. 3.0 GPA & an interest in media careers (business, creative, journalism, technology, or sales) are eligible to apply. During this multi-year internship, students in the program receive an hourly wage & matching scholarship. We recommend that students apply early in the application season to maximize consideration for opportunities. 
	1/10

	Pride Foundation Scholarship
	For current and future leaders in the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer (LGBTQ), and straight ally community from Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington. Open to 1079 students. Applicants must pursue post-secondary education in the coming school year. This includes community college, four-year public or private college or university, certificate programs, vocational/technical/trade programs, law school, medical/dental/veterinary school, or graduate education. 
	1/10

	Foot Locker Scholar Athletes
	($20,000) - The Foot Locker Scholar Athletes program recognizes student-athletes who demonstrate academic ability and strong leadership skills in sports, school, and the community. Students participating in high school, intramural, or community-based sports and seeking an associate or bachelor's degree are welcome to apply.
	1/13

	APIASF Scholarship Program
	($2,500-$20,000) - APIA Scholars provides scholarships to underserved APIA students with a special focus on those who Live at or below the poverty level or are otherwise of low socioeconomic status; Are the first in their families to attend college; Are representative of the APIA community’s diversity (geographically and ethnically), especially those ethnicities that have been underrepresented on college campuses due to limited access and opportunity; and have placed a strong emphasis on community service, leadership, and solid academic achievement. 
	1/15

	John Lennon Scholarship - BMI Foundation
	($20,000) - The John Lennon Scholarships are an annual competition open to student songwriters and composers of contemporary musical genres, including alternative, pop, rock, indie, electronica, R&B, and experimental. Three scholarships are presented annually for the best original songs submitted to the competition.
	1/15

	The Neurodiversity Scholarship

	For those who identify as neurodivergent, including one or more challenges related to learning such as Dyslexia, ADHD, Processing Disorders, Autism, or similar learning disabilities. 
	1/15

	Bezos Scholars Program
	Successful applicants are public high school juniors and staff members from their school who serve as educators and participate fully in the program. Successful applicants have a strong drive and commitment to their education and demonstrate maturity, curiosity, resilience, and leadership. 
	1/21

	The UW DO-IT Scholars Program
	DO-IT Scholars are Washington State high school students with disabilities planning to continue their education after graduation. Scholars prepare for their transition to college—which includes exploring careers, independence, self-advocacy, and leadership. It is open to high school sophomores or juniors.
	1/30

	Mas Family Scholarship
	($32,000) - Applicants must be of Cuban descent and have min. 3.5 GPA, & be financially needy. 
	1/31

	Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Scholarship
	Selected Navy ROTC Scholarship Program applicants are awarded scholarships through a highly competitive national selection process and receive full tuition, book stipend, educational fees, and other financial benefits at many of the country's leading colleges and universities. Upon graduation, midshipmen are commissioned as officers in the unrestricted line Naval Reserve or Marine Corps Reserve.
	1/31

	EngineerGirl Essay Contest
	This essay contest is for K-12 students – in grades 3 through 12 (ages 8-18). To apply, applicants must write an original essay on a given topic related to engineering. 
	2/1

	John F. & Anna Lee Stacey Scholarship Fund for Art Education
	($500-$5,000) - For students ages 18 -35 pursuing a profession in visual arts & be skilled & devoted to the classical or conservative tradition.
	2/1

	Naomi Winston Scholarship in Art
	The National Society of Arts and Letters bestows the scholarship on young visual artists aged 16 to 22. Applicants must demonstrate exceptional talent and promise of future success.
	2/1

	The American Legion National HS Oratorical Contest Scholarship
	The American Legion’s National High School Oratorical Scholarship Program – “A Constitutional Speech Contest,” aims to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of the United States on the part of high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the development of leadership qualities, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, the preparation for accepting duties and responsibilities, and the rights and privileges of American citizenship.
	2/4

	HACER® National Scholarship
	For HS seniors planning to attend a 2- or 4-year college or university. Must have at least one parent of Hispanic heritage, have a min. 3.0 GPA, and be a legal resident.
	2/6

	WSECU Scholarship
	WSECU members of all ages are welcome to apply. $2,000 is awarded for two-year colleges and vocational schools. $3,000 is awarded for four-year undergraduate programs and graduate programs.
	2/10

	The Christophers’ Poster Contest
	Open to 9-12 graders. Must create an original poster that interprets the theme "You Can Make a Difference" & illustrates the idea that one person can change the world for the better. $100-$1,000.
	2/13

	Washington State PTA Scholarship
	Washington State PTA offers four $2,500 scholarships to graduating seniors from WA public high schools with an active PTA starting college (two-year or four-year) in the fall.
	2/13

	Princeton Summer Journalism Program
	Free residential journalism and college preparatory program for high-achieving current juniors from low-income backgrounds interested in journalism. All program expenses, including meals, housing, and transportation, are covered.
	2/15

	Gordon A. Rich Memorial Scholarship
	($12,500) - The recipients of GAR scholarships are exceptionally qualified high school students with demonstrated financial need whose parents or guardians have, or had, a career in the financial services industry.
	2/20

	Vegetarian Resource Group Scholarship
	Due to the generosity of anonymous donors, The Vegetarian Resource Group each year will award $50,000 in college scholarship money to graduating U.S. high school students who have promoted veganism in their schools and/or communities. Vegetarians do not eat meat, fish, or fowl. Vegans are vegetarians who do not use other animal products such as dairy or eggs. One award of $10,000, six awards of $5,000, and additional runner-up prizes will be given. Entries may only be sent by students graduating from high school in SPRING 2025
	2/20

	Washington Opportunity Scholarship- Baccalaureate
	WSOS supports low- and middle-income students pursuing eligible high-demand STEM majors or health care. It encourages recipients to work in WA once they complete their degrees.
	2/26

	Indian Health Services Scholarships
	Scholarships are available for qualified American Indian and Alaska Native students who plan to enter or are pursuing degrees in the health profession.
	2/28
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	The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily represent those of Washington State GEAR UP, the Washington Student Achievement Council, or the Department of Education. You should not assume endorsement by these entities.
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