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The Path to College

Materials:
· 1 roll of masking tape for each grid
· 1 grid map for each maze (use heavy paper or have a clipboard so that the paper can’t be seen from the other side)

Time Allowed: 45 minutes to 1 hour

Objective: By the end of this activity, students will be able to work together as a team. They will realize how others can help or distract them from the tasks at hand.  This reflection will serve as the basis for a discussion on college preparation and how students use the resources available to them.

Set-up: Mark out a 5x8 grid on the floor using masking tape. Need 1 grid for every 6-10 students. The size of the grid can be adjusted depending on group size and desired level of difficulty. The attached example is 6x10 and could take a long time.

Instructions:
Before splitting into groups give the following directions-
· You will be participating in a group activity that requires total silence.  
· We will break you into groups. You will work with your group to navigate the maze below. 
· Your goal is to find the correct path through the maze.  
· You will know if you’ve taken a wrong step as each group will have a maze master who will make a beep noise when you step off of the path.  
· Once again, if you step off of the correct path, your maze master will make a beep noise and you must exit the maze.  
· If your team caused a beep, you must leave the maze via the same route you entered, backtracking along your path.  
· You may go forward, backwards, side to side, or diagonally, but you may not step over a square. 
· If there is any talking, you will hear a beep and whoever is in the maze must exit.  
· If anybody in your group gets behind the maze master you’ll hear a beep and whoever is in the maze must exit.  
· Each member of your group must navigate the maze correctly.  
· You can only have one person on the grid at a time.  
· Once you have completed the maze, you cannot enter it again.  
· Are there any questions? 
· You could also tell students that the activity is a race and the first team to get all people through the maze wins.

Break into groups so that each grid has between 6-10 people at it.  Assign one person either from the group or from the staff to be the maze master.  The maze master will get a map of the maze for their grid. The maze master cannot talk or point, but can only beep when the group is doing something wrong.  The maze master will beep when the group has someone step onto a square that is not on their map, when students in the group are talking, if more than one student is on the grid, or if a member of the group gets behind the maze master.  

Remind students that this is a silent activity and have the students begin.  Observe the groups to be sure that the maze master is beeping when needed and that students are following directions.  Take note of what is causing the students to fail as well as succeed.  As groups finish at different times, you may want to have more maze maps available, or create new ones to keep the students occupied until the last group is done.

Debrief (allow 10 minutes for debrief):

· What team completed this the fastest? Why? What were they doing that made them successful?

· What team took the longest time to complete their maze? Why?  What were they doing that made it hard for them to finish?

· What similarities are there in navigating the maze and navigating the route to college?

· What are some of the impediments you face in getting to college?  Do you have people telling you that you can’t make it, that it’s too hard?  Do you have people distracting you with things that could get you in trouble with the law?  Do you have people you know who just aren’t motivated to complete the tasks they’re given?  What are the parallels between this game and the path to college?

· What can we do to make it through to college?  How do we get support?  From whom?   How should we utilize our support?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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